
Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

Christmas Fayres  

Any donations of gift bags would be greatly received, any 

size. On the day of the fayre we will also ask for donations of 

cakes for the cake stall. Any  volunteers to help set up, sell 

and clear away will be readily taken on. 

Thank you to everyone 

who donated a cake or 

bought a cup of tea or 

coffee. We raised a 

massive £166 at 

OLQM & fabulous 

£139 at STJ! 

Christmas Lunches 

Every child will have the opportunity to enjoy 

a Christmas Lunch in December. Simply re-

turn the order form and make your payment 

online. 

Colour Run 

What an amazing time St Joseph’s had taking part in a Col-

our Run for St Cuthbert’s Hospice. Sponsorship money was 

collected as well as entry fees for taking part. An outstand-

ing £1375 was raised! A representative from St Cuthbert’s 

Hos-

pice 

called 

into our Awards Assembly 

to say thank you for this 

wonderful contribution 

which will help them to 

continue with their mission 

of making every day count for those with a life limiting illness.  

Thanks to the SuperSplash He-

roes who turned up to give a 

thought provoking pantomime 

about how to save water. We 

really enjoyed it - Oh yes we 

did! 

 

Federation Day 

16th October 

Children from both schools will meet at Our  

Lady Queen of Martyrs Church in Esh Winning 

for Mass. The theme will be Harvest. Any dona-

tions of food you would like to make for the  

local Food Bank will be displayed in church, 

please make donations by next Monday.        

Everyone is welcome to church at 9:15am. 

Following Mass, reception children will return to 

their school. All other children will be mixed 

across the schools and enjoy lessons and        

activities with new friends. 

Lunch will be a picnic together. 

All children will be returned to their correct 

school for the end of the day. 
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Key dates this term 

 16 & 17 Parents Even-

ing 

  16 Oct Federation Day 

  17 Oct        Beaure-

paire        Re-

enactment day 

  17 Oct AAP Meet the 

Detectives       3-7pm 

 19 Oct Break up for 

half term 

 29 Oct Return to 

school 

 30 Oct Family Phonics 

9:15am  

 You are most           
welcome to attend 
events at either school 

Durham Road 

Esh Winning 

Durham 

DH7 9PA 
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durhamlearning.net 

Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs RC  Primary 

School 

Key dates this term 

 12 Oct Make a Splash 

for Kingsway 

 15 & 17 Oct Parents 

Evening 

  16 Oct Federation 

Day 

 17 Oct Beaurepaire Re

-enactment day 

  19 Oct Break up for 

half term 

  29 Oct Return to 

school  

 30 Oct Family    Phon-

ics  2pm  

 You are most           
welcome to attend 
events at either school 

Sunny Return 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   It was lovely to return to school this Sep-

tember with the sunshine this year. A few 
weeks of continuing warmth has been greatly 
appreciated. However, the autumn winds and 
the chill are now with us. Please ensure your 
child has a coat as they are expected to go 
outside every day whatever the weather. As 
well as break times, each afternoon everyone 
heads onto the yard to complete The Daily Mile. 
The aim of The Daily Mile is to improve the 
physical, social, emotional and mental health 
and wellbeing of our children - regardless of 

age, ability or personal circumstances..  

   In July, we waved goodbye to our Year 6 
children. The Leavers’ Masses were a reflective 
opportunity to give thanks for how well our 
children had grown and matured and to pray 
for their future well-being, success and      
happiness. The reports I have received so far, 
detailing how our children are doing, are    
positive and we continue to wish them all well.  

   I’m delighted that the new children into our 

schools have settled so well so early in the 
term. The older children have been spectacular 
at guiding them around school and through the 
day so our new starters feel at ease and set-

tled. The confidence these new 
starters showed during our    
beautiful Welcome Liturgies was 
wonderful.  

   As always, I hope that this  
academic year is a happy and 
successful one for everyone in our 

community. 

Kind regards  

Louise Keenan 

Head Teacher 

10th October 2018 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus.

Staff (and Governor) Training 

The year has started with a couple of different maths 

training sessions and has continued with training in 

history and geography, for the humanities co-ordinator, 

and science, with a little outdoor learning thrown in. 

Did you know that each subject has a co-ordinator to 

develop the subject and ensure the full curriculum is 

taught? Our co-ordinators draw on each individual’s 

strengths and interests and work across the Federation. 

It is usually the co-ordinator that receives training and 

disseminates this this to the rest of the staff. 

Baurepaire Project 

Rebecca from Dream Community Charity has been 

coming into our schools to work with Class 3. They 

have considered the history of the area during medi-

eval times and looked at life inside the Beaurepaire 

manor house during that time. It was built for Prior 

Bertram de Middleton around 1258 as a recreational 

lodge for the priors of the monastery in Durham. 

However it was sacked by the Scots before the Bat-

tle of Neville’s Cross in October 1346 and although 

it was rebuilt soon afterwards on the orders of Prior 

Fossor it was destroyed yet again by the Scots dur-

ing the English Civil War. Among other things, the 

children have developed sign language just as the 

monks would have, made shield designs, looked at 

historic documents but the highlight of their learn-

ing will be a battle re-enactment on Wednesday 17th 

October, at the site. We hope as many people as 

possible are able to come along to support this local, 

historic event. 

Facebook: @DREAMCommunity Charity 

Email: dreamcharitycommunity@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

To our new starters 
 

 

 

 

As well as Breakfast Club, we now offer After School Club and Tea Club each night  as well 

The after school clubs are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sessions must be booked in advance. 

Please contact the office or see the Wrap Around Care section of the school website.

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/parents/wrap

 

FREE SESSIONS: Everything for free! Please see Mrs Bowron or  Mrs Thompson

Class 4 - week beginning 5th November

Class 3 - week beginning 12th November

Class 2 - week beginning 26th November

Class 1 - week beginning 19th November

How much Christmas shopping could you get done?

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 

Monday - Eco & Gardening 

Tuesday - Choir / Glee 

Wednesday - Multi Sports 

Thursday - Drama (KS2) Lego (KS1) 

Friday - Film 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Inspection 

St Joseph’s had a visit from Ofsted on 3rd October. 

Mrs Waugh was very thorough; she looked in every 

corner of our school, dropped into lessons, talked to 

children, parents, staff, governors, the local        

authority, and managed to look at books              

and records. 

The results of her visit will be published shortly. 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

www.kingswaycentre.co.uk 

 

Wednesday 31st October to Friday 2nd November 

As numbers for our first year at       Kingsway had 

been slow to confirm we have amalgamated the 

two session into one. Children from both schools 

will be going at the same time along with staff 

from each school. 

As well as Breakfast Club, we now offer After School Club and Tea Club each night  as well  

The after school clubs are: 

Sessions must be booked in advance.  

Please contact the office or see the Wrap Around Care section of the school website. 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/parents/wrap-around-care/ 

Please see Mrs Bowron or  Mrs Thompson  

week beginning 5th November 

week beginning 12th November 

week beginning 26th November 

week beginning 19th November 

How much Christmas shopping could you get done? 

St Joseph’s 

Monday - Arts & Crafts 

Tuesday - Yoga & Recorder 

Wednesday - Multi Sports 

Thursday - Puzzle or Eco 

Friday - Film 

Parking 

Please be considerate when parking so that all our 

children are safe. 

Even if you are late, or early, please; 

Do not park on the school markings outside.. 

Do not bring your car into the school car park.. 

Thank you 

Year of Mary 
 

October – Our home, the world 
 

Powerful God, 
You hold us and everything you have made 

In your loving care. 
You are in the whole universe, 

And in every tiny creature. 
Pour out on us, God, the power of your love, 
And teach us to care for life and for beauty. 

 
Fill us with peace, 

So that we do not harm others, 
But love them like sisters and brothers. 

God, we know that people who are poor are very special to you, 
And you want us to love them too, 

So they are not forgotten. 
 

We ask you to change us 
So that we protect your world, 

Not destroy it. 
Change the hearts of people 

Who only care about themselves and money, 
Instead of caring about people and the earth. 

 
Show us how even small things matter, 
Help us to see that we are all connected 

To each other and to the earth. 
We thank you God for being with us each day, 

Fill us up with wonder and light, 
And help us bring peace to your beautiful world. 

Amen 


