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Dear Parents, 
           Welcome back to the new school year at the start of 
2019. I wish each of you a happy and prosperous year filled with 

love and happiness. This dates sheet will help to keep us on track 
with events already booked into the diary. I have included events 
happening at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs (OLQM) that may be of 
interest to you and invite you to attend – you would be most 
welcome. Some events are duplicated across the schools; please feel 
free to attend whichever time or day suits you best.                       

Kind regards, 
Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 

 

January The Holy Family 

     How did they get on? What was their home life like? How do they compare 

with your family? – All good questions but there are no reliable answers. 

You know something about family life, we all do. At its best it’s brilliant and at 

its worst it’s seriously dreadful. Mostly, it’s inbetween. 

     The Holy Family was a family. They had their moments, like your family 

have had theirs. They had their differences and their tragedies. They  

weren’t spared or protected from life and from having to learn. They were 

flesh and blood. 

     You can talk to Jesus, Mary or Joseph and preferably all three. They 

understand. They’re family.                                                                         Anon 

7th   Staff Training – School Closed 

8th  Progress reports out this week 

9th TBC Dodgeball Festival, Year 6 

10th  Little Kickers & Little Rugby taster session for Year 1 & Year 2 

 RRSA Parents’ Information Session, 2:30pm 

Come along to find out how we are going to promote and uphold Children’s 

Rights within our schools. All welcome. 

Can’t make the afternoon? Pop along to OLQM at 9:15am 

16th  Keeping Ourselves Clean & Tidy, Sessions for Reception, Year 1 & 2 

18th & 22nd  French for Class 4 with a teacher from The Durham Federation 

21st  Culture Week focusing on Traditional Tales 

23rd  SNAG Meeting with Louise Redmond from Taylor Shaw 

23rd  Parent drop in session, 3:20 – 5pm 

An opportunity to discuss your child’s progress report or any other queries, 
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with the class teacher. Appointments not necessary – just drop in! 

24th  Science Ambassador Training, 6 children, Parkside Academy 

25th Hoopstarz Visit – whole school 

29th  Transition Surgery, from 8:30am, Family Room. 

Y6 parents with any concerns, questions or worries about the move to a new 

school are free to drop in to speak to Mrs Allison Platt, Transition Worker 

from St Leonard’s. 

Can’t make the morning?  

Mrs Platt will be at OLQM 3-4pm. You’re welcome to pop along there. 
  

February Out of the mouths… 

     The Sunday School teacher had ended her Bible story and was asking 

questions of her primary tots. ‘Why, do you think, does God love us all so very 

much?’ she asked. There was a momentary silence as the children wrinkled 

their brows and ‘thought hard’ for the proper answer. ‘Why does God love us – 

so very much?’ 

     Suddenly little Kristin’s hand shot up. And without the slightest doubt 

about the correctness of her answer she blurted, ‘Because he has only one of 

each of us?’                                                                                           Anon 

5th  Safer Internet Day Assembly, 2:30pm. Come along to find out what your 

child has been learning to keep them safe online. All welcome. 

6th  Youth Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. 2 children to attend 

7th  Synagogue Visit, Newcastle, Class 3 & 4, Boys must wear their school cap 

8th  School Nurse to visit Reception & Year 6 

15th  Break up for half term 
  

23rd Musical Soiree at Ushaw College, 7pm. Organised by Friends of Our Lady’s 

to raise school funds. Everyone welcome. Contact the school office for 

tickets. 
  

25th  Return to school 8:55am 

27th  NSPCC Assembly or Workshop for all children 

28th  Parental First Aid session @ STJ. 9-12, refreshments provided. 

Come along and learn what to do in an emergency.  

£15 per person, please ring the office to let us know you are coming. 

 Little Rescuers First Aid Sessions begin, Year 1 & Year 5, pm 
  

March What will you give up for Lent? 

Give up harsh words: use generous ones. 

Give up unhappiness: take up gratitude. 

Give up anger: take up gentleness and patience. 

Give up pessimism: take up hope and optimism. 

Give up worrying: take up trust in God. 
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Give up complaining: value what you have. 

Give up stress: take up prayer. 

Give up judging others: discover Jesus within them. 

Give up sorrow and bitterness: fill your heart with joy. 

Give up selfishness: take up compassion for others. 

Give up being unforgiving: learn reconciliation. 

Give up words: fill yourself with silence and listen to others. 
A South American ‘Fast’ 

5th  Fairtrade Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

6th  Ash Wednesday – Federation Mass, OLQM Church, 9:15am.  

All welcome. 

 Infant Agility, Durham New College, pm, Class 2 

7th  World Book Day 

Come dressed as a character from a book, remember to bring your book to 

explain who you are 

11th  Culture Week focusing on Works of Art 

11th  Commonwealth Day, 2 children to attend flag raising in Brandon 

12th TBC Lenten Lunch @ St Joseph’s Catholic Club Details to follow 

19th  Feast of St Joseph – Mass 9:15am, St Joseph’s Church, all welcome 

TBC Lenten Lunch @ Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish Centre Details to follow 

20th  Science Day 

21st  World Poetry Day (Shakespeare) 

27th  Farm Visit to Fyndoune, Class 2 

 Mothers’ Day Lunch – Book to join your child for lunch 

28th  Mothers’ Day Lunch – Book to join your child for lunch 

29th  Non-uniform day. Wear non-uniform in exchange for an Easter Egg, please. 

31st  Mothering Sunday  

‘God couldn’t be everywhere, so he created mothers.’ Jewish Proverb 
  

April Easter’s Close: Get Egg-cited! 
Ingredients:  

1 cup butter 2 large eggs 

1 cup sugar Nuts 

1 cup brown sugar Lemon juice 

1 cup dried fruit 1 tspn salt 

1 tspn baking powder 1 bottle whiskey 

Method:  

Sample whiskey to check it for quality. Take a large bowl. Check whiskey again, 

to be sure it is of the highest quality and pour one level tsp and drink…repeat. 

Turn on electric mixer, beat one cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl. Add 1 

tspn of sugar and beat again. Make sure the whiskey is still okay. Cry another 

cup. Turn off mixer. Break two leggs and add to the bowl and chuck in the cup 

of dried fruit. Mix on the turner. If the fruit gets stuck to be beaters, pry it 
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loose with a screwdriver. Sample the whiskey again, to check tonisticity. 

Next, stif two cups of salt or something. Who cares? Check the whiskey. Now 

sift the lemon juice and strain the nuts. Add one babblespoon of brown sugar 

and whatever colour you can find. Wix mell. Grease the oven. Turn the cake pan 

to 350 degrees. Don’t forget to beat off the turner. Throw the bowl out of 

the window. Check the whiskey and go to bed.                                                    Anon 

3rd  Multi-Sports Festival, New College, Durham, Class 3, pm 

3rd & 4th  Parents’ Evenings 

5th  Easter Coffee Afternoon @ STJ 

Come into school to see the children’s decorated eggs (prize for all entrants), 

try to win a prize on the tombola & raffle and enjoy a cuppa and a chat. Doors 

open at 2:30pm. Children may be collected from the school yard at 2:40pm. All 

welcome. 

 Easter Coffee Morning @ OLQM 

Doors open at 9am. All welcome. 

10th  Sacred Space Federation Event 

Details to follow 

11th  

 

Sacred Space Federation Event 

Details to follow 

12th  Last day of Spring term 
   

21st  

April 

  

Easter Sunday, 

May you and your family enjoy a happy, holy and peaceful Easter, 

       With love from everyone at St Joseph’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Mon 29th April Children return to start the Summer Term, 8:55am. 
 

 

 

 

 

A copy of this newsletter is posted onto the school website. 
 


