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Dear Parents, Carers & Children, 
                              All too soon the Summer term is here 
again! As usual, on top of the new things to learn in the classrooms, 
it’s packed full of events and activities. If you’re able to help with 
anything, please let us know.  Once again, I have included events 
happening at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs (OLQM) that may be of interest 
to you and invite you to attend – you would be most welcome. I look 
forward to seeing you, and the sunshine, over the coming term. 

Best wishes, 
Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 

 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 
 

April I Believe 

I believe in the sun 

even when it isn’t shining. 

I believe in love 

even when there’s no-one there. 

And I believe in God 

even when He is silent. 
 

I believe in miracles, 

I believe in light. 

I believe there can always be a way. 

I believe that nothing is impossible 

that all things are possible with God. 
 

I believe in the Son of God, 

I believe His way. 

I believe He can lead us to the Light. 

I believe that He is calling us 

                                                and he will lead us on our way. 
29th-3rd  Culture Week 3 

30th  Governor Open Day 

 Swimming, Year 5, until half term 

 Mini Police, Year 5, pm  
  

May The Mass and Us 

We come to Mass to keep lighting our fire. Sunday Mass is not just a holy 

interlude in an otherwise secular life. It isn’t a ritual nod in God’s direction, 



OLQM – Dates for the Summer Term (29 April 2019)  Page 2 of 4 

before we go back on to what really matters – wordly existence. On the 

contrary, it is a way of making sense of the whole thing. Into the offertory of 

the Mass, as people we bring bread and wine to the altar, I feed my personal 

stuff. My family, with its joys and tensions, and my relationships in general. My 

health, which may be patchy. My job, which may be precarious. My money 

worries. 

I ask God to take these, as He takes the bread and wine, and transform them. 

So that this week all my personal contacts, all my professional activity, all the 

aches and pains I encounter, may be shot through with the presence of God. 

If, then, I can approach each day filled with faith and hope, and with charity, 

in this way what previously seemed boring and unproductive will become a 

contact with the living God. The Mass will have transformed my life.  

Imagine that! 
1st  Governor Open Day 

 Active 30 Assembly 

2nd  Reception Vision Test 

3rd  May Pilgrimage 

6th  May Day Bank Holiday 

7th  Mini Police, Year 5, pm 

9th  Class 2, pm, Outdoor PE Festival, PE kit, Water Bottle, Hat & Waterproof required 

 Sat 11th  The Mastersingers @ OLQM Church – it’ll be fantastic, don’t miss out! 

Sunday 

12th  

First Holy Communions, 10:30am, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs RC Church 

Everyone is welcome to help the children celebrate their special day 
13th–17th  SAT WEEK – Year 6 

14th  Mini Police, Year 5, pm 

15th  Full Governing Body Meeting  

If you wish to contact the governing body please address any letters FAO The 
Governing Body or Mrs Purcell, Chair of Governors and send them c/o either school.  

16th  

TBC 

Whole School, 11am Class photographs 

Smart uniform please 

21st-24th  SAT WEEK – Year 2 

Saturday 

18th   

First Holy Communions, 6pm, St Joseph’s RC Church 

Everyone is welcome to help the children celebrate their special day 
20th  Class 2, All Day, Trip to Great Museum of the North to see Dippy 

21st  Mini Police, Year 5, pm 

23rd Class 3, All Day, Trip to Oriental Museum, Durham 

24th  Non-Uniform in exchange for a bottle for the Summer Fayre, please 

Children may attend in uniform if preferred 

 Break up for half-term 3:15pm 
  

June Pentecost 

Hand on heart now – can you say honestly and energetically, “Come Holy 

Spirit?” Do you want a Spirit who comforts and consoles, strengthens and 

inspires, who stirs our courage and gives us insight but who impels us to action 

– to go out and renew the face of the earth? 

It’s the power of God to change and to heal, to forgive, to disturb, to probe, to 
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search for what is just, true and deeply loving. It’s not always comfortable, 

but it’s what we mean when we use the words ‘to live’. 

The Spirit is behind every good thing we do – and is in front of us leading us 

into that good. Sometimes we experience the Spirit as restlessness, a 

questioning and dawning sense that we could be doing something here. 

So we pray, “Come Holy Spirit ...” 
3rd  School Closed – Staff Training 

4th Return to school 8:55am 

5th  New Reception & Parents to visit school 9:15-10:30am 

6th Class 4, Puberty Talks, Delivered by School Nurse 

7th  Mr Johnson, Head of New Year 7 at St Leonard’s to meet the children, pm 

10-28th  Multiplications Check, Year 4 

10-14th  Phonics Check Week, Year 1 

10th  Open meeting for parents, head teacher and website governor, 9:15am, St Joseph’s. 

Our schools share a website and everyone is welcome to attend the meeting to discuss 

which parts are working and how things could be improved. 

11th-13th  Book Fayre, after school, Tue, Weds, Thurs 

11th  Mr Campbell, Head Teacher of St Leonard’s, to talk to Year 5, pm 

12th Durham Dash @ Beamish, 4:30-8:30pm. Come along to this beautiful setting to support 

our school athletes.  

13th Aspirations Afternoon in conjunction with Esh Winning Primary School, Year 6 

14th  My Money Day 

Sun 16th  Fathers’ Day 

17th Y6 Transition to St Leonard’s, Children collected and returned to us 

Come to STJ in our uniform, LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED BY ST LEONARD’S 

 KS2 Athletics, Maiden Castle, am, selected children. PE Kits & Water Bottles required 

19th  YMT Primary Festival @ Emmaus Youth Village 

For all Year 6, bring a packed lunch, drinks and extra snacks 

 Singing Playgrounds Musical Jamboree @ Ushaw College, Year 5, all day 

20th  New Reception to visit school 1:30pm – 3pm 

21st  Durham Big Play Day @ Ushaw College, Class TBC 

24th  Non-Uniform in exchange for a tombola gift, please 

Children may attend in uniform if preferred 

25th  Year 6 Transition Mass at St Cuthbert’s Church, Chester-le-Street, 10am 

26th New Reception to visit school 1:30pm – 3pm 

 Y5 G&T PE Day, Maiden Castle 

27th  Y5 G&T PE Day, Maiden Castle 

28th  Culture Festival, am 

Come along to experience dance, artwork, and sample some food from a culture that 

makes up our rich heritage within the UK. 

OLQM Festival will take place in the afternoon. 

Sunday 

30th  

Partnership Day @ Ushaw College 

This is a free event being held at the College to bring together the Parishes 

within the Finchale Partnership. Mass will be celebrated at 12o’clock and there 

will be stalls and events throughout the afternoon on the green. Come for Mass or 

pop in later, everyone is welcome! 
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July Are You A Good Samaritan? 
 

We must have eyes to see as well as hands to help, or we may never help at all. 

This well-known poem expresses it powerfully: 
 

I was hungry and you formed a humanities club to discuss my hunger. 
Thank you. 

I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly to your chapel to pray for my 
release. 

Nice. 
I was naked and in your mind you debated the morality of my appearance. 

What good did that do? 
I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for your health. 

But I needed you. 
I was homeless and you preached to me of the shelter of the love of God. 

I wish you’d taken me home. 
I was lonely and you left me alone to pray for me. 

Why didn’t you stay? 
You seem so holy, so close to God; 

but I’m still very hungry, lonely, cold and still in pain. 
Does it matter? 

2nd  Change over day. All children to experience the day in their new classes. Y6 directly to 

St Leonard’s.  New Reception in school 9:15am+lunch. 

 Reception Sports Festival, Esh Winning Primary School, pm 

Water bottles, sun cream & sun hat required 

3rd  Transition to the Durham Federation 

4th Sports Day, 1:30pm, Water bottles, sun cream & sun hat required 

 New Intake Evening at St Leonard’s, 7pm 

5th OLQM Summer Fayre, 1:30pm. All welcome! 

9th  Judo Festival, pm 

11th  
TBC 

Whole School, 9:15am, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church 
Leavers’ Mass. Everyone is welcome to celebrate the time Y6 have been at OLQM. 
Parents and siblings are invited to join year 6 in the Parish Centre afterwards. 

12th  STJ Summer Fayre, 1:30pm. Followed by a family picnic on the field. 

All welcome! 

16th  

TBC 

Whole School, 9:15am, St Joseph’s Church 
Leavers’ Mass. Everyone is welcome to celebrate the time Y6 have been at STJ. 
Parents and siblings are invited to join year 6 in the School Hall afterwards. 

17th  Federation Trip to Herrington Park & Penshaw Monument 

All day, non-uniform, trainers, waterproof, sun cream, hat & water bottle required. 

18th  Final Assembly, School Hall, 1:30pm. All welcome. 

19th Last day of Summer term 3:15pm  

Wishing each of you a wonderful Summer 

  

22nd-26th  St Leonard’s Summer School 
   

Weds 4th Sept Return to school for the Autumn Term, 8:55am 
 


