
Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

World Book Day 

Thursday March 7th is a 

day to mark as we celebrate 

our love of reading by 

dressing up as a character 

from a book.  

Remember to send your 

child with the book! 

Mothers’ Day  Lunches - St Joseph’s 

Mums, grans and aunties are welcome to book 

a Mothers’ Day Lunch to eat with their child.  

27th & 28th March 

The Christmas Fayres went really well, with 

STJ raising £790 and OLQM £633.  Thank you 

for your support  as we couldn’t do it without 

you. 

 

The money raised will go towards keeping the 

cost of trips and events lower throughout the 

year as well as providing much needed items 

for classrooms, such as glue sticks. 

Sacred Space 

The Sacred Space will be set up in St Joseph’s 

Church the week before we break for Easter.  

Children from both schools will spend time in 

the Sacred Space, praying, interacting, reflecting 

and wondering at the enormity of what happened 

during Holy Week. 

Please do come along after school when the 

church will be open for you to experience it too.  

Your child will be an excellent guide, perhaps 

sharing two or three of their favourite stations 

with you. 

Presents & Cards 

Thank you so much for the 

wonderful cards and gifts that 

came into school from the chil-

dren and yourselves at Christ-

mas. We know how busy you 

all are and to think of us all is 

very kind and much appreciat-

ed. Our staff rooms are very well stocked! 

Do you know someone with a little one about to 

start school? 

Have you talked to them about coming to one of 

our schools? 

Applications for children starting school this 

September is 15th January. 
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Key dates this term 

 23 Jan Drop In       

Parents Evening 

 25 Jan Hoopstarz Visit 

  29 Jan Transition 

Surgery 

 7th Feb Synagogue 

Visit 

  13 Feb Musical Soiree 

- Ushaw College  

  28 Feb First Aid for 

Parents 

 6 March Ash Wednes-

day Mass 

 You are most           
welcome to attend 
events at either school 
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Key dates this term 

 21 Jan Hoopstarz  

Visit 

 23 Jan Drop In       

Parents Evening 

  29 Jan Transition 

Surgery 

 6th Feb Synagogue 

Visit 

  13 Feb Musical Soiree 

- Ushaw College  

  28 Feb First Aid for 

Parents 

 6 March Ash Wednes-

day Mass 

 You are most           
welcome to attend 
events at either school 

Welcome Back 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   I trust that Father Christmas visited all your 

homes and you have had a lovely, relaxed, 
fun-filled Christmas with your families. 

   The last half term of school proved very 
busy, particularly during December. The children 
all performed brilliantly in their Christmas   
productions and the positive feedback we have 
received has been appreciated, thank you. As 
you will be aware any production takes a lot of 
whole school input and stretches our staffing 
levels as well as their stamina and juggling 

skills as they negotiate teaching the curriculum, 
practise time in the hall or church, work around 

absences and slot in Christmas card making 
and fun activities. 

   The New Year also offers a great variety of 
activities for the children. We will begin to work 
towards better understanding, sharing and   
upholding of children’s rights – look out for the 
parent information session. Children in years 1 
and 5 will undertake a First Aid course, and 
you are invited to participate in an adult First 

Aid course so you too are equipped in an  
emergency. Children in year 4 continue their 
preparation for First Holy Communion and those 
in year 6 begin more focused SAT preparation. 
The blue Diary Dates sheet is being printed 

and will give you further information 
about what is happening. I look   
forward to seeing you over the term. 

   I hope that 2019 is a happy, 
healthy and successful one for you 
and your family. 

Kind regards  

Louise Keenan 

Head Teacher 

11th January 2019 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus.

www.kingswaycentre.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have again booked the Kingsway Centre for a  

residential trip which includes outdoor adventurous 

activities (and washing up) - talk to the children that 

went last year! 

STJ: 14th -16th October 

OLQM: 16th - 18th October 

Cost: £190  

 £40 deposit required by 1st March 

Remaining monies will be required in 

monthly instalments,  

final payment due on 1st September. 

 

Watch out for a letter next week! 

Beaurepaire 

The work at Beaurepaire with Rebecca from Dream 

Community Charity continues. Please register with 

her for email updates or keep an eye on the Face-

book account. There’s so much going on! 

 Facebook: @DREAMCommunity Charity 

Email: dreamcharitycommunity@gmail.com 

 

As well as Breakfast Club, we now offer After School Club and Tea Club each night.

The after school clubs are:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sessions must be booked in advance. 

Please contact the office or see the Wrap Around Care section of the school website.

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 

Monday - Eco & Gardening 

Tuesday - Choir / Glee / Lego 

Wednesday - Multi Sports 

Thursday - Drama (KS2) Lego (KS1) 

Friday - Film 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

 

Inspection 

Following their visit in October, we are delighted that Ofsted 

agreed with us that we are a  

GOOD SCHOOL. 

The report says many good things about us and your children, I 

hope you’ve had time to read it. It’s on our website... 

Staff Changes 

It was very emotional in school on the last day of 

term as we said our goodbyes to Ms Donlan. She 

had worked at St Joseph’s for  10 years and will be 

greatly missed. 

Mrs Bryan has moved into Ms Donlan’s role in 

Class 1 and is looking forward to working with the 

Reception children. 

Into Class 2 we have welcomed Mrs Mitchell. She 

came in before Christmas to start getting to know 

the children and is looking forward to getting to 

know parents too. We will do our best not to      

confuse her with Mrs Minchell in Class 3! 

Asking Questions .... 

             We are hoping to start a new Journey in Faith shortly. 

This is primarily for people who are not Catholic who may 

wish to find out more of what Catholics believe.  It is also for 

those who have been baptised Catholic but may now feel a bit 

‘at sea’ in their faith. It’s a chance for us to deepen our inner 

spiritual lives.  If you think you may be interested then please 

contact our Parish Office, or have a word with me.  -   

Fr.David Coxon   stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com   

                            or phone 0191-373 0219 
RRSA

We are delighted that as a school we have achieved the Bronze Award as Rights Re-

specting Schools.

Thank you to those of you able to come to our information session this week.

Hopefully, you will have looked at the Articles that were sent home and perhaps even 

started to talk about them with your child.

Winnie the Wolf and Ginger the Fox will shortly begin to visit children 

over the weekends, we hope you enjoy your time together and we look 

forward to reading about your exploration of an article with them.

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Staff (and Governor) Training 

The year has started with a training on being able to identify       

problems in children’s language and speech. We’re also receiving 

training from the NSPCC about sexualised behaviour in children and 

young people - what is acceptable and what is not at different ages. 
As well as Breakfast Club, we now offer After School Club and Tea Club each night. 

The after school clubs are: 

Sessions must be booked in advance.  

Please contact the office or see the Wrap Around Care section of the school website. 

St Joseph’s 

Monday - Arts & Crafts 

Tuesday - Recorder & Lego 

Wednesday - Multi Sports 

Thursday - Puzzle or Eco 

Friday - Film 

Parking 

Please be considerate when parking so that all our 

children are safe. 

Even if you are late, or early, please; 

Do not park on the school markings outside. 

Do not bring your car into the school car park.. 

Thank you 

Live Day By Day 

Lord, I know that you are always here, 

and though it doesn’t always feel like it, I live in your 

presence. We all do. 

Help me to attend to the present moment, not to drift 

off into the past or to mortgage my life to the future. 

You are now. 

All I have – all any of 

us have – is now. 

In the untidy business 

of praying, ‘now’ and 

‘here’ are the when and 

where. 

Time doesn’t limit you 

as it limits us. 

When you call, I don’t 

want to be out. 

Help me to be so pre-

sent in every moment 

that we’re always to-

gether. 

It was very emotional in school on the last day of 

term as we said our goodbyes to Ms Donlan. She 

had worked at St Joseph’s for  10 years and will be 

Mrs Bryan has moved into Ms Donlan’s role in 

Class 1 and is looking forward to working with the 

Into Class 2 we have welcomed Mrs Mitchell. She 

came in before Christmas to start getting to know 

the children and is looking forward to getting to 

know parents too. We will do our best not to      

confuse her with Mrs Minchell in Class 3! 

Staff Welcome 

Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs also welcomed 

a new teacher: Mrs 

Leaver. She has started 

to get to know Class 2 

and will be working at 

the end of each week  

in conjunction with 

Mrs O’Brien. 

RRSA 

We are delighted that as a school we have achieved the Bronze Award as Rights Re-

specting Schools. 

Thank you to those of you able to come to our information session this week. 

Hopefully, you will have looked at the Articles that were sent home and perhaps even 

started to talk about them with your child. 

Winnie the Wolf and Ginger the Fox will shortly begin to visit children 

over the weekends, we hope you enjoy your time together and we look 

forward to reading about your exploration of an article with them. 
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