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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 
                                Welcome to a new school year and a 
busy Autumn Term. Below are the dates of events that are currently in 
the diary. Hopefully you shall be able to join us for some of them. I 
have included events happening at St Joseph’s (STJ) that may be of 
interest to you and invite you to attend – you would be most welcome.  
I look forward to seeing you over the coming term. Please keep an eye on 

Twitter (you can find a feed on our website www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk) to 
see what the children are doing. 

Best wishes, 
Louise Keenan, Head Teacher           #Article3 

 

September We Learn By Doing  

Not many years ago I began to play the cello. 

Most people would say that what I am doing is “learning to play” the cello. But 

these words carry into our minds the strange idea that there exists two very 

different processes: (1) learning to play the cello; and (2) playing the cello.  

They imply that I will do the first until I have completed it, at which point I 

will stop the first process and begin the second. In short, I will go on “learning 

to play” until I have “learned to play” and then I will begin to play.  

Of course, this is nonsense.  

There are not two processes, but one. We learn to do something by doing it.  

There is no other way. 

John Holt  

12th  Ushaw College Trip, Class 4,Art Workshop 

16th  Beamish Trip, Class 2, All day, Waterproof & Suitable footwear required 

 Couch to 5K Running Club for Beginners starts at OLQM, 9am.  

This is a community club, open to all aged 16+, which will start at OLQM.  

18th  Savings Club books in today please. Every Wednesday. 

Books will be returned on a Friday. 

Interested in joining? It’s free and it’s easy! Open to everyone – a great way 

to set children into good habits of saving their money. 

Please see Mrs Thompson 

 Swimming, every Wednesday, Class 3 

19th  

TBC 

WELCOME MASS 9:15am, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church 

Please come along to welcome the new starters into school and everyone to the 

start of the new school year. 

Children will walk to church following registration. 
24th  Try-Golf Festival, Class 3, Sport Kit, Waterbottles & Lunch required. 

24th TBC Welcome Mass 9:15 @ STJ Church. All welcome. 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/
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26th  Seaham Trip, Class 4, Uniform, Lunch, Waterproof required 

 Welcome Mass at St Leonard’s, 7pm in the Sports Hall. All welcome. 
27th  MacMillan Coffee Morning, 9am. All welcome. Cake donations greatly 

appreciated! Can’t make the morning? Join us at STJ at 2:30pm 

30th  Open Morning, 9:30am-11am 

Would you like to see your school in action? Pop in for a tour of the school to 

see it as it is every day. Everyone is welcome – current parents, grandparents 

and other relatives, prospective parents, past pupils, parishoners, neighbours… 

STJ will be open on 1st October, 9:30-11am. Why not visit there too? 

  
 

October Make It Count 

Yesterday is but a dream, tomorrow a vision,  

but today, well lived, makes every yesterday a dream of happiness;  

and every tomorrow a vision of hope.  

Look well, therefore, to this day.                                 
Anon 

1st   Playground Leaders 

2nd  Parents meeting for children wishing to make their First Holy Communion this 

year. St Joseph’s Church, 6pm.  

Contact Fr David if you require further information. 

3rd  

TBC 

Whole School 

Individual / Sibling Photographs  

Family Photographs - call into the hall with from 8:30am to have a family 

photograph. 

3rd  St Leonard’s Open Evening, Year 5 & 6 are invited to look around 

8th – TBC Gurdwara Visit, Class 3 & 4 

16th-18th  Kingsway Trip, Class 4 

21st & 22nd  Parents’ Evening – All Classes 

An opportunity to review your child’s start to the school year with their 

teacher. 

24th  Federation Day 

Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs RC Church at 9:20am. Please come and 

join us. Children will then be mixed across both schools to enjoy the day 

together. Children will be returned to their own school by the end of the day. 

We will be considering Harvest alongside Fairtrade and welcome any donations 

to the local Foodbanks. 

25th  Non Uniform Day 

In exchange for a Bottle / Tombola Prize for the Christmas Fayre, please. 

Children may attend in uniform if preferred. 
 Break Up for Half Term 

27th  British Summer Time Ends - Clocks go back 1 hour 

27th Bearpark & Esh Community Festival 
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November Holy Souls 

To the living, I am gone 

To the sorrowful, I will never return 

To the angry, I was cheated 

But to the happy, I am at peace 

And to the faithful, I have never left 

I cannot speak, but I can listen 

I cannot be seen, but I can be heard. 

So as you stand upon the shore 

Gazing at the beautiful sea, remember me 

As you look in awe at the mighty forest 

And in its grand majesty, remember me. 

Remember me in your hearts,  

In your thoughts, and the memories of the  

times we loved, the times we cried, 

the battle we fought and the times we laughed 

For if you always think of me I will never have gone.   
Anon 

Mon 4th  School open as usual 8:55am 

6th   SAT Survival for Parents, 2:45pm, School Hall  

Informal session aimed mainly at Year 6 and Year 2 parents to come along and 

find out ways to support, help and encourage your child to achieve. Can’t make 

the afternoon? Come along to STJ at 9:15am. 

 Full Governing Body Meeting  

If you wish to contact the governing body please address any letters FAO The 
Governing Body or Mrs Purcell, Chair of Governors and send them c/o either 
school.  

7th  Wheelchair Basketball, Class 4 

8th  Family Phonic Fun, 9:15am 

Aimed at Class 1 & 2 parents but open to everyone. An opportunity to come in 

and find out what phonics are, how and why they are taught, and how you play 

such an important role. 

Prefer an afternoon session? Come to STJ at 2:30pm 

13th  Non Uniform Day 

In exchange for Selection Box for the Christmas Fayre, please. 

Children may attend in uniform if preferred. 
15th  Friendship Assembly 2:45pm, All welcome 

18th  Road Safety assembly 

22nd  Youth Friday – Be A Goodie, Wear A Hoodie! 

Non uniform for £1 donation to support the Youth Mission Team, please 

Sun 24th  Feast of Christ the King 
28th  Flu Immunisations – All children 
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December St Joseph – Thinking Out Loud 

My mind was made up. 

   It was just a question of finding the right words and the right time, breaking 

it to her as gently as I could. Only then I had this dream, almost a vision you 

might say it was, looking back, so powerfully did it speak to me. 

Suddenly it was me seeing angels, not Mary, it was me hearing the voice 

of God instead of her; and it was the same message, the same story – 

this child she carried, born of God, His gift to humankind, the One who 

would at last redeem His people. 

   Did I believe it? Well, I suppose I must have done, in a way. I married 

her after all, despite the snide remarks, the wagging tongues. Maybe, of 

course, I wanted to marry her anyway, or just didn’t want to hurt her. 

Maybe I simply liked the thought of being a dad, and wanted to believe 

that story of hers, incredible though it seemed. To be truthful there 

were probably all kinds of reasons behind my decision; yet perhaps it’s 

through such things as those, our everyday thoughts and feelings, just 

as much as through dreams and visions, that God chooses to speak to us. 

   Perhaps through those most of all.                                                 Anon 

5th Christmas Fayre 2pm @ STJ. Everyone welcome. 
6th Christmas Fayre, 2pm. 

Children will be dismissed from school at 1:50pm 

Come along for a fun filled afternoon with a raffle, tombolas and games. 

10th  INFANT Christmas Play, School Hall 1:30pm & 6pm 

Children should return to school at 5:30pm  

You will be notified when tickets become available 

12th   JUNIOR Christmas Play, School Hall 1:30pm & 6pm 

Children should return to school at 5:30pm  

You will be notified when tickets become available 

18th  

TBC 

Christmas Lunch, followed by a Santa Saunter.  

Children may come in Christmas Jumpers or festive clothes 

19th  Christmas Fun Day Children may attend school in party clothes or non-uniform. 

20th     Federation Carol Service 

St Joseph’s RC Church, 1:30pm. All welcome. 

20th    Final day of Autumn term 

 

 

25th  

 

Happy Christmas, 

May you be blessed with peace, love and happiness, 

Love from everyone at 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs. 

 

TUESDAY January 7th 2020 Children return to start the Spring Term 8:55am 

 


