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Dear Parents, 
           Welcome back to the new school year at the start of a 
new decade. I wish each of you a happy and prosperous year 
filled with love and happiness. This dates sheet will help to keep 
us on track with events already booked into the diary. I have 
included events happening at St Joseph’s (STJ) that may be of 

interest to you and invite you to attend – you would be most 
welcome. Some events are duplicated across the schools; please feel 
free to attend whichever time or day suits you best Please keep an 
eye on Twitter (there’s a feed on our website) to see what the 
children are doing. 

Kind regards, Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 
#Article 2 (Non-discrimination) 

#Article 3 (Best interests of the child) 
 

January Jesus Listens, So Must His Followers 

Chad Varah was an Anglican priest. In 1953 he buried a girl of 18 who had 

killed herself. The coroner, at her inquest, suggested she might not have done 

this desperate act had someone been around who would have listened to her 

troubles. Chad Varah decided to use his London church and a telephone to 

listen to people who were in despair. He put a small advert in the local paper 

and, during the first week, he had 27 calls. 

Soon he was listening and advising people 12 hours each day. There were so 

many people waiting in his outer office to see him that he asked some of his 

congregation to come and provide cups of tea for them. Then he found that 

often people who had come into the outer office in great distress had become 

different people by the time they reached him, and some did not even wait to 

see him because one of the helpers had befriended him. So he decided he 

could train a group of his congregation so that they could be more helpful in 

the way they befriended the clients.  

That is how the Samaritans were formed.                                       Patricia Curley 
Email – 24hr response time   jo@samaritans.org 

Samaritans – Call free, anytime: 116 123 

6th   Staff Training – School Closed 

7th  Progress reports out this week 

9th  Parents Drop In 

 Library Visit, Class 2, 1-2pm 

10th  Reception Audio/Visual Screening 

mailto:jo@samaritans.org
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16th  Science Ambassador Training, 6 children, Ushaw College 

 Drama Club Performance, 5:30pm 

17th  Destination Judo, Whole School, PE kit required 

20th  5-A-Side Football Competition, Team from Class 4, Soccarena 

23rd  Durham Climbing Centre Trip, Class 3 & 4, pm 

25th  TESCO Bag Pack, Dragonville, Come along and show your support, drop 

in between 10:30 & 3pm 

27th  Class 2 Musical Afternoon with specialist teacher 

28th  Cycling Sessions, Class 4, pm, Please bring your bike & helmet 

29th  Moneysense Workshop, Class 2 & Class 3 

30th  KS2 Music Day, ½ day each for Class 3 & Class 4 
  

February A Smile 

A smile cost nothing, but gives much 

It takes but a moment, but the memory of it usually lasts forever. 

Non are so rich that can get along without it 

And none are so poor that can be made rich by it. 

 

It enriches those who receive, without making poor those who give. 

It creates sunshine in the house, fosters good will in business, 

And is the best antidote for trouble -  

And yet it cannot be begged, borrowed or stolen for it is of no value 

Unless it is given away. 

 

Some people are too busy to give you a smile. 

Give them one of yours 

For the good Lord knows that no-one needs a smile so badly  

As he or she who has no more smiles left to give. 

From John Keats’ epic poem, Endymion 1818 

4th  Cycling Sessions, Class 4, pm, Please bring your bike & helmet 

11th  Cycling Sessions, Class 4, pm, Please bring your bike & helmet 

12th  Full Governing Body Meeting 

14th  Safer Internet Day Assembly, 2:45pm. Come along to find out what your 

child has been learning to keep them safe online. All welcome. 

 Break up for half term 
  

24th   Return to school 8:55am 

25th  Intra-School Sports Day 

26th  Ash Wednesday – Federation Mass, St Joseph’s Church, 9:15am.  

All welcome. 

27th  Little Rescuers First Aid Sessions begin, Year 1 & Year 5, pm, 5 sessions 
  

March Prayer to St Joseph 
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Oh, St Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the 

throne of God, I place in you all my interests and desires. 

Oh, St Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession and obtain for me 

from your divine son all spiritual blessings through Jesus Christ, our Lord; so 

that having engaged here below your heavenly power, I may offer my 

thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of Fathers. 

Oh St Joseph, I never weary contemplating you and Jesus asleep in your arms. 

I dare not approach while He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my name 

and kiss his fine head for me, and ask Him to return the kiss when I draw my 

dying breath. St Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for us.     Amen 

2nd  Non-uniform day. Wear non-uniform in exchange for an Easter Egg, please. 

Children may attend in uniform if you/they prefer. 

4th  Northern Ballet Dance Workshop, Class 2, am 

 Infant Agility, Class 1, New College Durham, pm 

 KS2 Music Day, ½ day each for Class 3 & Class 4 

5th  World Book Day 

Come dressed as a character from a book, remember to bring your book to 

explain who you are. Can you come as a character from a Traditional Tale?  

Sunday 8th  First Confessions, OLQM Church, 4pm, All welcome. 

9th  Commonwealth Day, 2 children to attend flag raising in Brandon 

 SNAG Meeting 

9th TBC Science Day 

10th TBC World Poetry Day (Shakespeare) 

17th  Hopstarz Day, Whole School 

18th & 19th 

TBC 

Mothers’ Day Lunch, Mums & grans are welcome to eat school lunch with 

their children. Must be booked in advance.  

18th  TBC  Lenten Lunch @ St Joseph’s Catholic Club Details to follow 

19th Feast of St Joseph – Mass 9:15am for STJ children, St Joseph’s 

Church, all welcome 

Sunday 22nd  Mothering Sunday  

‘God couldn’t be everywhere, so he created mothers.’ Jewish Proverb 

24th  Dance Festival @ Gala Theatre, Class 3, am 

24th & 25th  Parents’ Evenings 

25th  Playground Leaders  

31st  OAA PE, Class 2, Durham Johnston, pm, PE kit & water bottles required 
  

April Palm Sunday – an onlookers memory 
What a day it was, 

And a day I shall never forget 

The voices raised in jubilation, 

The arms outstretched in welcome, 

The crowds lining the streets, 

Waving their palm branches, 



OLQM – Dates for the Spring Term (22 January 2020)                                                                       Page 4 of 5 

Hurling their cloaks, 

Welcoming their king,  

The son of David, 

The one who came in the name of the Lord. 

They believed that at long last the waiting was over, 

The Messiah finally came to set them free. 

But then I noticed it, 

As we drew near to Jerusalem, 

A tear in the corner of His eye 

So unexpected. 

Not a tear of joy but sorrow, 

Trickling slowly down His face, 

Silent testimony to His pain. 

He wasn’t fooled by it all, 

Not like the rest of us. 

He knew what they wanted, 

How they would change. 

He knew they would offer the cross if He rejected their crown, 

But still he continued, resolute to the end;  

that's the extraordinary thing. 

It was a day to remember, 

A day on which they welcomed their king. 

But none imagined, least of all I, 

That the crown would be made of thorns, 

And the throne reached via a cross.                                               Nick Fawcett 

1st  Northern Ballet Trip, Class 1 & 2 to visit Gala Theatre to see Little Red 

Riding Hood, pm 

2nd  Easter Coffee Morning @ OLQM 

Come into school to see the children’s decorated eggs (prize for all entrants), 

try to win a prize on the tombola & raffle and enjoy a cuppa and a chat. Doors 

open at 9am. Unaccompanied children should enter through the school yard as 

normal. All welcome. 

 Easter Coffee Morning @ STJ 
Doors open at 9am. All welcome. 

3rd  Last day of Spring term 
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12th 

April 

  

Easter Sunday, 

May you and your family enjoy a happy, holy and peaceful Easter, 

       With love from everyone at St Joseph’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Mon 20th April Children return to start the Summer Term, 8:55am. 
 

 

 

 

 

A copy of this newsletter is posted onto the school website. 
 


