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Dear Parents, 
           Some small updates to this dates sheet will hopefully 
help to keep us on track with events already booked into the diary. 
I have included events happening at St Joseph’s (STJ) that may be 
of interest to you and invite you to attend – you would be most 
welcome. Some events are duplicated across the schools; please feel 

free to attend whichever time or day suits you best Please keep an 
eye on Twitter (there’s a feed on our website) to see what the 
children are doing. 

Kind regards, Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 
#Article 2 (Non-discrimination) 

#Article 3 (Best interests of the child) 
 

March Prayer to St Joseph 

Oh, St Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the 

throne of God, I place in you all my interests and desires. 

Oh, St Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession and obtain for me 

from your divine son all spiritual blessings through Jesus Christ, our Lord; so 

that having engaged here below your heavenly power, I may offer my 

thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of Fathers. 

Oh St Joseph, I never weary contemplating you and Jesus asleep in your arms. 

I dare not approach while He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my name 

and kiss his fine head for me, and ask Him to return the kiss when I draw my 

dying breath. St Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for us.     Amen 

2nd  Non-uniform day. Wear non-uniform in exchange for an Easter Egg, please. 

Children may attend in uniform if you/they prefer. 

4th  Northern Ballet Dance Workshop, Class 2, am 

 Infant Agility, Class 1, New College Durham, pm 

 KS2 Music Day, ½ day each for Class 3 & Class 4 

 CLASS 4 SWIMMING TODAY 

5th  World Book Day 

Come dressed as a character from a book, remember to bring your book to 

explain who you are. Can you come as a character from a Traditional Tale or 

can you link to FairTrade?  

 First Aid, Year 1 & Year 5 

Sunday 8th  First Confessions, OLQM Church, 4pm, All welcome. 

9th  Commonwealth Day, 2 children to attend flag raising in Brandon 

 SNAG Meeting 
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13th  Science Day 

17th  Hopstarz Day, Whole School 

18th & 19th Mothers’ Day Lunch, Mums & grans are welcome to eat school lunch with 

their children. Must be booked in advance.  

18th TBC Lenten Lunch @ St Joseph’s Catholic Club Details to follow 

19th Feast of St Joseph – Mass 9:15am for STJ children, St Joseph’s 

Church, all welcome 

Sunday 22nd  Mothering Sunday  

‘God couldn’t be everywhere, so he created mothers.’ Jewish Proverb 

24th  Dance Festival @ Gala Theatre, Class 3, am 

24th & 25th  Parents’ Evenings 

25th  Playground Leaders  

31st  OAA PE, Class 2, Durham Johnston, pm, PE kit & water bottles required 
  

April Palm Sunday – an onlookers memory 

What a day it was, 

And a day I shall never forget 

The voices raised in jubilation, 

The arms outstretched in welcome, 

The crowds lining the streets, 

Waving their palm branches, 

Hurling their cloaks, 

Welcoming their king,  

The son of David, 

The one who came in the name of the Lord. 

They believed that at long last the waiting was over, 

The Messiah finally came to set them free. 

But then I noticed it, 

As we drew near to Jerusalem, 

A tear in the corner of His eye 

So unexpected. 

Not a tear of joy but sorrow, 

Trickling slowly down His face, 

Silent testimony to His pain. 

He wasn’t fooled by it all, 

Not like the rest of us. 

He knew what they wanted, 

How they would change. 

He knew they would offer the cross if He rejected their crown, 

But still he continued, resolute to the end;  

that's the extraordinary thing. 

It was a day to remember, 

A day on which they welcomed their king. 

But none imagined, least of all I, 
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That the crown would be made of thorns, 

And the throne reached via a cross.                                               Nick Fawcett 

1st  Northern Ballet Trip, Class 1 & 2 to visit Gala Theatre to see Little Red 

Riding Hood, pm 

2nd  Easter Coffee Morning @ OLQM 

Come into school to see the children’s decorated eggs (prize for all entrants), 

try to win a prize on the tombola & raffle and enjoy a cuppa and a chat. Doors 

open at 9am. Unaccompanied children should enter through the school yard as 

normal. All welcome. 

 Easter Coffee Morning @ STJ 

Doors open at 9am. All welcome. 

3rd  Last day of Spring term 
   

12th 

April 

  

Easter Sunday, 

May you and your family enjoy a happy, holy and peaceful Easter, 

       With love from everyone at St Joseph’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Mon 20th April Children return to start the Summer Term, 8:55am. 

 

 

 

Key Dates for the Summer term: 

Thur 9th July Leavers’ Mass OLQM Church, 9:10am, all welcome. 

Y6 & families are invited to the Parish Centre afterwards 

Wed 15th July 

TBC 

Federation Beach Trip 

Thur 16th July Final Assembly of the Year, 9am, all welcome 

Fri 17th July Final Day of Summer Term 
 

 

 

 

 

A copy of this newsletter is posted onto the school website. 
 


