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20th March 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children of the family of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 

It is with a heavy heart we close to the vast majority of children today.  

We will miss their cheery faces that make us smile when they are with us. We will miss their joy when they succeed at 

something. We will miss their laughter, their joy and their infectious fun. We will miss the stories of their everyday – 

from what they watched on the TV to where they went at the weekend and what their pet did last night. 

We know this is a very difficult time for all of our families, but especially for our children. For our year six it looks like 

a sudden end to their time at primary school. Our children are struggling with trying to understand why they are out 

of their routine. Our children are struggling with new procedures, such as extra hand washing, being thrust upon them. 

They are hearing snippets of news which is frightening, if not terrifying, for them. Our children are worried they will 

not see their friends again. They are worried that their families are in danger. Each child will be feeling bereft and will 

need to grieve for their loss. This, combined with their uncertain and distorted concept of time, will be creating, within 

them, a greater anxiety than we can imagine.  

It is important that we, the adults, do all we can to combat this for them. It is important we give them routines and 

boundaries throughout the coming weeks that help them to make some sense of what is going on. Staying calm, talking 

to children, praying with them, getting some fresh air and exercise as well as doing 

ordinary things together can really help with this.  

School staff will be maintaining contact with you while we are closed. If, in the 

coming weeks, there is anything that you feel we may be able to help with, do 

contact us. We will do our utmost to look after every member of the very special 

family we have at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs.  

Take care of each other, stay in touch and we very much look forward to seeing 

you later in the year. 

With love and God’s blessings, 

Louise Keenan and all the staff of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 

 

Living, loving and learning together, 

with our eyes focused on Jesus. 
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