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24 September 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children of St Joseph’s 

Mid Term Update 
 

With October approaching, we are already half way through the beginning of the Autumn Term. I have been extremely 
impressed by the children’s quick adaptations to the new rules and requirements of school. Your support with this has 
been invaluable and it has been great to see the children equipped for school and eager to learn, thank you. We 
continue to receive lots of enquiries over whether children with colds and such should attend school, which equipment 
to send, how to pass information over, school lunches, donations for school, and so on. This is great, we have no 
problem in answering queries and questions but please do it by phone or email whenever possible. Below I have tried 
to address some of the regular queries we have received and over the next few days we will be sending additional 
information home with your child which will help further. Remember to keep checking Twitter for pictures and 
information regarding what your child’s class is doing in school as well as helpful links to other organisations that can 
help and support each of us. The school website also has a Twitter feed as well as copies of information that is emailed 
or sent home to you. 
 
Can  my child go to school today? 

 
All children should attend school unless they are unwell. Further 
information regarding attendance will be coming home with your child 
along with a help sheet about what parents need to do in relation to 
coronavirus, it covers some of the questions we are frequently asked. 
There’s also a useful flow chart to answer this question and information 
about how many days isolation is needed others in the household should 
someone display symptoms.  
 
 
 

My child is struggling or has SEND, how are you helping them and what can I do? 
We have spent time re-establishing where each child is in their learning journey. All lessons are tailored to meet the 
needs of the whole class with misconceptions addressed and learning gaps plugged during whole class sessions 
through skilfully planned lessons and direct support from staff.  
 
SEND support plans are currently being reviewed and will be issued to parents of SEND children very soon. Please 
review the plan, sign and return a copy to us. You will notice that some emphasis has been placed on you, as parents, 
supporting your child at home with support and resources provided by school. This is because in order to keep our 
children safe we must limit where children may go so that bubbles do not cross and space is very limited thus restricting 
the number of interventions we are able to provide.  

Living, loving and learning together, 

with our eyes focused on Jesus. 
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The most productive way to support your child at home is to read to and with them each day – 10 minutes each day 
will make a huge difference to your child. Another vital, and easy way, to help is by talking with your child – about 
what have they done, the book they read in class, the game they played at lunchtime, what colour the sky is, how the 
houses you’re passing on the way home look different, or the same, and so on. For younger children regular counting 
– up to 100 and back – and for juniors times tables are a must. It’s also useful to encourage them to complete a short 
session on the learning apps before they play other games: Doodle, Numbots, Times Table Rock Stars. Get in touch if 
you’ve problems accessing these. 
 
Remember to praise your child when they have tried hard or completed their work. We will be sending home a leaflet 
with 100 ways to say Well Done to help you say it in different ways. Working together we can limit the impact of 
Coronavirus on your child’s education. 
 
Can I send birthday cake in for my child? 
Children may come in non-uniform on their birthday, as usual, but please do not send cake or sweets into school. 
 
Should parents be gathering at the gates, smoking and with dogs? 
No. Please remember that everyone should be complying with social-distancing under national and local guidelines. 
Only one adult should come to school for drop-off / pick-up and please move away from the school as quickly as 
possible to prevent gatherings.  
 
As we want to set a good example for our children refrain from smoking / vaping while near our school. Dogs are not 
allowed on school premises, please leave them at home.    
 
When parking please DO NOT park on school markings or obstruct gates and driveways as this is a health and safety 
risk. Also, be aware that children now enter the site from two entrances and may be in areas they previously weren’t. 
 
How do I get a uniform or medicine form? 
These are available on the website to download (scroll to the bottom of the School Office page), or give us a quick ring 
and we’ll pop one in your child’s bag. All medicines must be brought to and from school by an adult. 
 
Jewellery, Equipment & Uniform 
Thank you for the effort you have put into making sure your children have returned to school looking very smart in 
their uniforms and with the correct equipment for school. Pencil cases and contents need to be washed each weekend 
and depleted items (such as glue) replaced. Pencils should not be sharp at both ends as children inadvertently poke 
their faces or eyes. Water bottles and book bags should come to school daily and be cleaned each night. 
 
You must send your child with a hooded coat as they will go out in all weathers and we do not have coats to spare. On 
PE days please ensure that your child has joggers / tracksuit bottoms on and trainers. Tights under shorts and plimsolls 
are not suitable. 
 
Jewellery is not permitted. This includes ear-rings. Please ensure long hair is tied back. If you’re not sure, we will let 
you know if it should be tied up. 
 
How do I make a donation to school? 
You may make a monetary donation online through School Gateway or make an appointment to drop items in which 
will then be quarantined. As always, thank you for this additional support. 
 
 
Thank you for your help to ensure all our children, staff and extended families continue to stay safe. 
 
Best wishes 

 
Louise Keenan (Mrs) 
Head teacher 
 


