
SAT WEEK 
Our Year 6 and Year 2 children will sit national tests     

during the week beginning 14th May.  
Please keep them in your prayers this week, that they are 

healthy enough to come into school each day, they are well 
rested, do their best and, most of all, don’t worry.  

The pressure from peers, the press and the government on 
children to ‘perform’ is immense - please remember that 

we know each of our children is amazing,                              
we don’t need a test to prove it. 

Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

We hope you enjoyed The Punctuation Show and 

have been singing the songs and rhymes with 

your children to help them remember how and 

when to use their punctuation. 

Punctuation Show 

Barrie will be visiting OLQM with his Punc-

tuation Show on 8th May. Having heard how 

much the children at STJ enjoyed the show 

they’re really looking forward to it. 

Good Shepherd Mass 

Four children travelled by train to St Mary’s Cathedral to pass 

over the money raised from the Lenten Lunches directly to 

Bishop Seamus during a special Mass.  

New Starters 

Following the Summer Half Term we welcome into school 

our new Reception cohort of children for September. 

They will make three visits to school and for most of these 

parents they will be new to the school too.  

Please be your usual friendly selves, give a cheery ’hello’ and 

help the new parents get to grips with the school day  

and all it entails! 

Harry Potter Science Day 

A great time was had by Class 4 when 

they visited DCBC for Harry Potter 

Science. Magically, a magical crea-

tures display appeared at OLQM fol-

lowing their visit! Thanks to DCBC for 

hosting a fun afternoon for everyone! 

Can you spot the Niffler  

in this display? 

Going Cashless 
After Summer Half Term we 

will be completely cashless for 
club, uniform, trip and dinner 
money payments. Cash may 
still be paid into PayPoint 

sites and Bar Codes are avail-
able to order from the school 

office; please speak to   
Mrs Thompson  
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 You are most           
welcome to attend 

April Showers 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   To say school has only been back for two 
weeks of April it’s been surprisingly busy!    
Fortunately, the rain and stormy weather we 
have experienced over the Easter holidays has 
only brought down one small section of      
guttering at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs. Let’s 
hope that the April showers really do grow May 

flowers and that this month warms up and 
brings us plenty of sunshine. 

   As the weather warms, please remember to 
send your child with their school cap.      
Suncream is now available in a ’one-application
-lasts-all-day’ variety, but if you’re not using 

that, please send a bottle of labelled cream for 
your child to reapply at break time. Finally, 
this is England; it can go from red hot to  

very wet or freezing cold within hours (or 
minutes) please, please, please ensure your 
child has a waterproof coat that will also keep 
them warm.  

    You will be pleased to know that we are 
just waiting for confirmation of our new    
website address and our new, federation web-
site will go live. It will offer an easier way to 
keep up to date with the news and events at 

our schools.   

   Our Year 6 and Year 2 children will be  
sitting national tests during May. 
Please keep them in your prayers; that 
the tests are kept in perspective 
against wider life while allowing 
them to show their true abilities. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Alice in Wonderland Easter Extravaganza Literacy Day 

Class 4 from each school were transported down the 

rabbit hole with Alice during an Easter Extravaganza 

Literacy Day at DCBC. The children enjoyed the day 

and were very pleased with the short stories they wrote 

using a  different technique to ensure their stories   

started immediately with a hook to draw the reader 

right in.  

A big thank you to the staff of DCBC for making    

everyone welcome, providing a lovely afternoon tea for lunch and ensuring every-

one enjoyed their day. 

Bike Workshop 

It’s been wonderful to 

hear of the children who 

have managed to ride 

their bikes without stabi-

lisers following a fun 

bike day in school. 

Well done! 

Did you know? 

We often get flyers, posters and leaflets into school that have activities, clubs, 

events and such like advertised on them. Sometimes we’re asked to 

‘simply copy and distribute’! We do pass on some things in this way 

but it is time consuming and costly.  We have started to Tweet these 

things out now. Sometimes it’s from one school and re-tweeted by 

the other (it’s just easier that way). Our new website...watch this 

space…will display both Twitter accounts, side by side, and we will 

do our   utmost not to duplicate these for you. 

@OLQM_EshW       @STJ_UshawMoor 

Cricket assemblies 

Both schools have had a 

Cricket Assembly to 

raise awareness of this 

local sport that is open 

to everyone. 

Some classes even had a 

Taster session too! 

St George’s Day 

Thanks to the Mini-

Vinnies for suggesting that 

we dress in red and white 

to celebrate St George’s 

Day, the patron saint of 

England, on 23rd April. 

We had fun!  

Playground Leaders 

The Year 5 children en-

joyed learning to be 

Playground Leaders in a 

fun day workshop that 

was very active. It’s 

been good to see what 

they learned put into 

action over lunchtimes. 

Facebook  

It is very sad that some of our parents have taken to posting       

Facebook comments, or messaging other parents, about incidents 

that have happened at school. Please don’t. Talk to us. We aim to 

sort things between children as soon as we are aware of it.               

Our children are young and learning.  
Often they will fall out and they need guidance to sort the situation 

and move on, not dwell on it. We will inform you, as a parent, if 

we feel the situation warrants your attention. Most of the time it does not.  

Accidents, knocks, bumps and scrapes happen. Children often fall over themselves, or 

their friend, they often run into each other or misjudge the force with which they ‘tig’ 

someone or brush past them. We do our utmost to resolve all situations peacefully, 

while developing children’s empathy for each other in order that the same thing is not 

repeated. We then ensure that each child feels the situation is resolved in a way they are 

happy with and we then encourage them to move forward.  

It’s good that your children come home and talk to you about their day. When they tell 

you about something that has happened, encourage them to talk about how the situation 

was resolved and what might be different next time. Even though it’s really hard, stay 

calm, as your child will change what they say if they see you’re upset or angry. If 

you’re not quite sure about something, remind your chid to speak to an adult in school 

and, if necessary, give us a call (out of their earshot) - we will get back to you. 

Robinwood 

Children from STJ year 4, 5 & 6 had a great time 

at Robinwood. The weather was better than usual 

as they had their trip postponed from the snowy 

time in February/March. You can see they en-

joyed it! 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Year of Mary 

The Pope has chosen to focus on Mary for the next two years’ 

World Youth celebrations, culminating in Panama in 2019. Francis 

has asked young people to journey with Mary, describing her as ‘a 

role model to be imitated’. Consequently, the Diocese has decided 

to have a Year of Mary. Each month we will consider one of 

Mary’s virtues and pray with Mary on specific topics.  
 

May Prayer – for Workers 

Loving St Joseph, 
You worked hard as a carpenter to provide for Mary and Jesus.  
We ask you to remember all workers. 
May their achievements and produce be appreciated. 
May they receive a fair, living wage. 
Be with them when they are tired and weary of work. 
We pray for all those who are looking for work. 
May they find the jobs they need to support their families. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

Staff (and Governor) Training 

This month governors have welcomed a County Advisor into school 

to deliver finance training. The interesting session highlighted how 

difficult it is to balance an ever decreasing budget as well as giving 

warnings about proposed future cuts.  

Staff have attended training on the new data protect laws coming into 

force as well as developing their PE and RE knowledge and under-

standing. A really useful session was held for subject leaders to share 

their knowledge and best practice with other subject leads from three 

other local schools. 

Punctuation Show 

 

Wow! Was he loud! 

 

The children had a great time learning about      

Punctuation in a fun (and loud) way with Barrie. 

 

Follow him on Twitter @punctuationshow 

Alice in Wonderland Easter Extravaganza Literacy Day 

Class 4 from each school were transported down the 

rabbit hole with Alice during an Easter Extravaganza 

Literacy Day at DCBC. The children enjoyed the day 

and were very pleased with the short stories they wrote 

using a  different technique to ensure their stories   

started immediately with a hook to draw the reader 

right in.  

A big thank you to the staff of DCBC for making    

everyone welcome, providing a lovely afternoon tea for lunch and ensuring every-

one enjoyed their day. 

Play Leader 

Mrs Simpson has started making a difference to 

play at St Joseph’s. The children are enjoying join-

ing in organised games and have great imaginations 

to get things  going! 

Parent Governor 

Congratulations to Donna 

Prested who has joined the 

Governing Body as a parent 

representative of STJ. 

Facebook  

It is very sad that some of our parents have taken to posting       

Facebook comments, or messaging other parents, about incidents 

that have happened at school. Please don’t. Talk to us. We aim to 

sort things between children as soon as we are aware of it.               

Our children are young and learning.  
Often they will fall out and they need guidance to sort the situation 

and move on, not dwell on it. We will inform you, as a parent, if 

we feel the situation warrants your attention. Most of the time it does not.  

Accidents, knocks, bumps and scrapes happen. Children often fall over themselves, or 

their friend, they often run into each other or misjudge the force with which they ‘tig’ 

someone or brush past them. We do our utmost to resolve all situations peacefully, 

while developing children’s empathy for each other in order that the same thing is not 

repeated. We then ensure that each child feels the situation is resolved in a way they are 

happy with and we then encourage them to move forward.  

It’s good that your children come home and talk to you about their day. When they tell 

you about something that has happened, encourage them to talk about how the situation 

was resolved and what might be different next time. Even though it’s really hard, stay 

calm, as your child will change what they say if they see you’re upset or angry. If 

you’re not quite sure about something, remind your chid to speak to an adult in school 

and, if necessary, give us a call (out of their earshot) - we will get back to you. 
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