
St Joseph’s Feast Day 

This is celebrated on 20th March. 

Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

The Mini-Vinnies are continu-

ing to collect items for the 

Food Bank. A huge thank you 

to those that have been able to 

contribute to Tinny Tuesdays.  

Litter Pick 

The children will be helping to keep our 

community looking its best by participat-

ing in a Litter Pick as part of the Big 

Spring Clean in partnership with  Litter 

Free Durham. Please send children to 

school with wellies and a warm coat. The 

children will be provided with gloves,  

litter pickers, rubbish bags and high-vis 

vests.  

If you’re free and able to lend a hand to 

this important initiative, or just like the 

thought of wearing a high-vis vest, please 

come along. A new date will be issued 

soon.  We will reward you afterwards 

with a cup of tea! 

Mothers’ Day Lunch 

For those who have 

booked, mothers 

may enjoy a school 

lunch with their 

child. If you’re 

booked in on 

Wednesday you may 

wish to dress up too! 

World Book Day Celebration Dress Up OLQM  Wednesday 7th March 

Come dressed up for world book - the theme is from local author Terry Deary 

- any character that he writes about.  

Any character from history would just about cover it! 

Thank you for the bottles and tombola gifts that came into 

school on the last non-uniform day - what a great collection we 

are amassing!  

Get your thinking caps on for the decorated egg competition 

which will be judged prior to the fayre. There will be a catego-

ry for each year group and one for adults. What will you cre-

ate? Please remember to only put the name of the egg and the 

year group on each entry - no names please!  

A massive thank you to Mrs Simpson, Mr Arnell and the volunteer staff, 

parents and children that came to clear access to our schools this last 

weekend. You are marvellous! Mrs Simpson and Mr Arnell will continue 

to grit and keep the areas as clear as possible but please take extra care 

on your journey to school as well as within the school grounds. 

Parents’ Evenings 

Watch out for notifica-

tion, coming soon,  that 

the booking line is open. 
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Yet more snow! 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   Well, who’d have thought we would end Feb-
ruary with a snow day? It was lovely to see 
pictures of some of the things you have been 
up to on your extra days off school. The Twit-
ter pictures have been brilliant! It has also 
been fantastic to see our school community at 
St Joseph’s rally together to clear the snow 
around school. Thank you so much from all of 
us, particularly Mr Arnell. Mrs Simpson did a 
fantastic job of clearing the snow at Our Lady 

Queen of Martyrs too. I do hope you’ve been 
keeping up with the pictures and updates on 
Twitter. If you’re not on Twitter you can follow 

it on the school website. Make sure you take a 
look soon!  

   We have had several parents express an in-
terest in the role of Parent Governor at St Jo-
seph’s. Keep an eye out for further information 
which will be sent home with your child soon. 

   The blue sheet of Diary Dates has been up-

dated and now reflects items in the diary up 
until Easter. Please ask at the office if you’d 
like an extra copy to pass to grandparents. An-
ything extra, or changes we have to make, will 
be texted/tweeted out to you. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

World Book Day Celebrations 

Our theme this year was ‘Local Authors’ and some of us struggled 

with how to dress as a character from a David Almond novel until 

someone had the idea of coming dressed as a character from history as 

Terry Deary has portrayed most of them in his Horrible Histories col-

lection! We really enjoyed reading new books on the day we celebrat-

ed and wonder if you can guess which characters we came as? Check 

out Twitter for more pictures. 

Staff Training 

Throughout February several staff have been looking closely at the RE cur-

riculum they provide in their classroom. Some have considered how to get 

some very deep messages across within activities that are engaging and 

meaningful to the children. Others have been coached in how best to support 

children with their learning. 

As a whole staff, we met with the staff from our cluster of schools at the end 

of the first half term and were inspired by a talk from the author Gervase 

Phinn. Gervase is an English author and educator. After a carer as a teacher 

he became a schools inspector and, latterly, Visiting Professor of Education 

at the University of Teesside. He was very engaging to listen to and we left 

remembering the real reason why we come to work each day in the job we 

do: the children. 

Dog Sled Assembly 

Both schools were treated to a special visitor last week. Abi 

Atkinson came in to talk to the children about her 200km 

Dog Sled  Expedition across the Arctic tundra. It was really 

inspiring! Abi had pictures, video and equipment she’d used 

during her trek. Some children even got to try some of it on. 

The consensus was that it was VERY warm indeed. Abi 

reminded us that anyone can do this if they really want to. 

Book Fair 

A lot of children and parents managed to 

visit the book fair while it was at Our Lady 

Queen of Martyrs. The children enjoyed hav-

ing a browse through the books available and 

parents made significant savings on the price 

of the books. Thank you for visiting and 

‘Happy Reading!’ 

Handwashing 

St Joseph’s had a visit from a lady with a spe-

cial kind of lamp. It showed up all the bacteria 

or ‘germs’ on our hands! Everyone got to put 

their hands in the machine and see where the 

bacteria was and  - wow - what a lot of it there 

was! After everyone had a turn we washed our hands. 

Then we had another go. The difference was amaz-

ing! You could really see which bits of our hands we 

missed when we washed them and you could tell who 

handn;t washed them very well at all. We then got to 

understand how germs enter our bodies - when we 

don’t wash properly before we eat, or when we put 

our finger, or other things, in our mouths. YUCK! 

This is what makes us poorly. We’re all going to be 

better at washing our hands with soap from now on! 

A Busy Mini-Vinnie Time 

The Mini-Vinnies have been busy hosting Lenten Lunches 

within our parishes. The lunch of soup, roll, tea and biscuit was 

held in Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Parish Centre and St      

Joseph’s Catholic Club. All those that attended enjoyed the 

simple prayer service the Mini-Vinnies hosted before polishing 

off the soup. We also raised a total of £56.70 for our Lenten 

Charity, St Cuthbert’s Care.   

Two children from each school also travelled by train to the 

Youth Celebration at ST Mary’s Cathedral. The Bishop took time to talk to every-

one and thank them for their contribution to the YMT. 

Goodbye 

Mrs Richford has not returned to St Joseph’s following her maternity leave, as 

originally planned. Following much deliberation, she has taken up a post at a new 

school. This will be fewer hours a week and is considerably closer to her home. 

With her two young children she felt this was a better decision for the whole fami-

ly. Before leaving Mrs Richford asked that I send you her thanks and good wishes 

for all the good memories and times she enjoyed at St Joseph’s  with our children. 

We wish Mrs Richford, and her family, a happy and healthy future. 
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Year of Mary 

The Pope has chosen to focus on Mary for the next two years’ 

World Youth celebrations, culminating in Panama in 2019. Francis 

has asked young people to journey with Mary, describing her as ‘a 

role model to be imitated’. Consequently, the Diocese has decided 

to have a Year of Mary. Each month we will consider one of 

Mary’s virtues and pray with Mary on specific topics.  
 

March Prayer – for the needy and the hungry 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, 
you suffered such sadness and grief  
as you stood at the foot of the cross  
and watched your son die.  
We praise you for your faith, which accepted the life God planned for you.  
We praise you for your hope, which trusted in God.  
We praise you for your love in bearing with Jesus the sorrows of His pas-
sion. 
Holy Mary, we ask you to look with pity on all those in need of help.  
We remember especially those who will go hungry today.  
During this season of Lent  
may we follow your example of faith and hope and love,  
and remember our brothers and sisters in need, 
through our prayers, through our self-sacrifice and through our giving to 
charity. 
Amen  

Twitter 

Twitter has been particularly useful while the 

weather has been poor as updates have been easy to 

post and the website has been kept up to date. I 

hope it’s helped you to stay connected with school. 

Secondary School Places 

Offers of a secondary school place were is-

sued on 1st March. If you have not received 

yours via email it may be in school. Please 

check with the school office prior to ringing 

Durham County Council. 

Dog Sled Assembly 

Both schools were treated to a special visitor last week. Abi 

Atkinson came in to talk to the children about her 200km 

Dog Sled  Expedition across the Arctic tundra. It was really 

inspiring! Abi had pictures, video and equipment she’d used 

during her trek. Some children even got to try some of it on. 

The consensus was that it was VERY warm indeed. Abi 

reminded us that anyone can do this if they really want to. 

Safeguarding 

Our Designated Safeguarding leads are Mrs Keenan, Mrs Yates and 

Mrs Curtis. Should there be a time when these people are out of 

school or available,  Mrs Bryan and Mrs Sproat are also trained and 

support in this area. If you’d like to know more about this area of 

children’s welfare, or discuss an issue, then you may speak to any 

staff member or contact any of our Safeguarding leads. 

Handwashing 

St Joseph’s had a visit from a lady with a spe-

cial kind of lamp. It showed up all the bacteria 

or ‘germs’ on our hands! Everyone got to put 

their hands in the machine and see where the 

bacteria was and  - wow - what a lot of it there 

was! After everyone had a turn we washed our hands. 

Then we had another go. The difference was amaz-

ing! You could really see which bits of our hands we 

missed when we washed them and you could tell who 

handn;t washed them very well at all. We then got to 

understand how germs enter our bodies - when we 

don’t wash properly before we eat, or when we put 

our finger, or other things, in our mouths. YUCK! 

This is what makes us poorly. We’re all going to be 

better at washing our hands with soap from now on! 
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