
Holy Week: Holy Week liturgies are to 
be celebrated at Ushaw College this year.  
Maundy Thursday (March 29th), 7.00pm;  
Good Friday (March 30th), 3.00pm; 
Easter Vigil (Saturday, March 31st), 
7.30pm.  
Some of us have cars. It would be really 
helpful if those with cars can offer lifts to 
those who are without cars so that as 
many of us as possible are able to share 
in the services at the college this week. 
 

Easter morning:  Mass at St Michael’s, 
Esh at 9.00am.   Mass at Newhouse at 
10.30am. 

Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

Thank you to those who came along 

to help Ushaw Moor look beautiful by 

picking up litter with us. We managed 

to collect 16 bags worth! 

Punctuation Show 

Barrie will be visiting St Joseph’s with 

his Punctuation Show on 20th April. 

There will be a whole school show at 

9am and parents are most welcome to 

attend.  

Thank you for your support for the Mini 

Easter Fayres. The decorated eggs were 

amazing!  

OLQM Winners: R - Hungry Caterpillar; 

Y1 - Bee Excellent; Y2 - Egglympics; Y3 - 

Megbeth; Y4 - Ice Cream; Y5 A Space Far, 

Far Away; Y6 Egg + Soldiers; Adult -   

Dinosaur Egg.  

Decorated by: Phoebe, Oscar, Sophia-May, Lewis,      

Phoebe’s Mum, Chloe, Jessica-Lilly, Robbie. 

STJ Winners; R - Spaceman, Y1 - Mr & Mrs Egghead, Y2 

- At the farm, Y3 - Egg Styles, Y4 - Egg Tower, Y5 - Cup, 

Y6 - Big Foot, Adult - Bath Time. 

Decorated by: Sarah, 

Georgia, Caleb’s 

Mum, Aubrey, Harry, 

Stephen, Evan, Tarn. 

OLQM raised £502 

STJ raised £516 

Thank you from all 

our children. 

Parents’ Evening for Class 4 St Joseph’s 

We are sorry that parents’ evenings had to be  

postponed. Mrs Curtis is hoping to see everyone 

on Wednesday 18th April.  

The date will be confirmed after Easter when   

appointments may be made. 

We return to school on Monday 16th April at 

8:55am. Please ensure your child returns 

with their PE kit, reading book and any 

homework they have been issued with. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and Holy Easter. 
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Key dates this term 

  20 April,  Punctuation 

Show, 9am, All wel-

come 

  23-25 April, Robin-

wood     

 10 May, Class 1 & 2 

visit to Ballet 

 14 May KS2 SAT week 

 24 May, Ceilidh 

 Please see Diary 
Dates sheet for more 
details & events  

 You are most    wel-
come to attend events 
at either school 
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durhamlearning.net 

Key dates this term 

  10 May, Class 1 & 2 

visit to Ballet 

 14 May KS2 SAT week 

 21 May, Bikability, Y4 

& 5 

 23 May, Bikeability, 

Y5 

 24 May, Ceilidh 

  Please see Diary 
Dates sheet for more 
details & events  

 You are most    wel-
come to attend events 
at either school 

Happy Easter! 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   Another busy month across our Federation 
with trips, fayres and competitions, to say 
nothing of the work that has taken place within 
each classroom!  

   Last month ended with snow days and this 
month has ended with a hoax threat to schools 
- fortunately not directly into our schools. 
Please be aware that during any such times we 
will contact you if there is a necessity to do 
so. We have access to direct communications 

from Police and County when something occurs. 
The Police also telephone us should they need 
to. Please keep this in mind before ringing 

school: the Police cannot speak to us if you’re 
on the line! 

   Over the last year we have trialled online 
payments for most things: trips, lunches, uni-
form, clubs and so on. Despite a few teething 
problems, this has been very successful. Not 
only does it give you a clear record of what 

has been paid when but it makes it easier for 
us as there is no cash to handle, no money 
lost in transit or money arriving and not  
knowing who has sent it. With this in mind the 
Governors have agreed that we will go     
completely cashless following the Summer half 
term break. Don’t worry if you would prefer to 
pay in cash after that; we can issue you with 
a barcode to pay in cash at the local 
Paypoint outlet. In Esh Winning that’s 

J&R Convenience Store, Nisa, Saver and 
the Co-op. In Ushaw Moor there’s a 
Paypoint in the Co-op.  

Finally, I wish each of you a happy 
and Holy Easter filled with peace and 

chocolate. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

World Book Day Celebrations 

Our theme this year was ‘Local Authors’ and some of us struggled 

with how to dress as a character from a David Almond novel until 

someone had the idea of coming dressed as a character from history as 

Terry Deary has portrayed most of them in his Horrible Histories col-

lection! We really enjoyed reading new books on the day we celebrat-

ed and wonder if you can guess which characters we came as? Check 

out Twitter for more pictures. 

Twitter 

Twitter has been particularly useful while the weather has been poor as 

updates have been easy to post and the website has been kept up to 

date. I hope it’s helped you to stay connected with school. 

Fair Trade Assembly 

Our School Councils did a great job hosting a Fair 

Trade Assembly with samples of banana and chocolate 

afterwards. It was great to see them supported             

by yourselves. 

Mothers’ Day Lunch 

It was lovely to see so 

many adults sit with 

their children to enjoy 

lunch together over 

two days. Thank you 

to those who were 

able to come along. 

Science Day 

Each school has undertaken a Science Day with 

each class completing science activities and then 

sharing these with each other at the end of the day. 

The children 

(and staff) had a 

great time! Next 

time you’re in 

school come and 

have a look at 

the science dis-

plays. 

Do you          

recognise who 

our children 

worked with?  

Northern Ballet Workshop 

In May the children from Reception, year 1 and year 2 

will be taken to see the Northern Ballet production of 

The Ugly Duckling. The productions are a beautiful 

introduction to ballet for younger learners and we were 

lucky enough to secure Norther Ballet to come into 

school to work with our Year 1 children. They had a 

great time learning ballet from a performing artist. 

Lollipop & Play Leader 

Mrs Simpson has stepped down as lollipop lady near Our 

Lady Queen of Martyrs with immediate effect. She has 

been fantastic at helping the children remain safe as they 

cross the road. - a huge thank you to Mrs Simpson! 

The children at St Joseph’s will be seeing more of Mrs 

Simpson as she takes up a post of Play Leader. Mrs Simp-

son will help to instigate games and play with the children 

over lunchtimes where she is warmly welcomed. 

Mothers’ Day Liturgies 

It was great to see a 

wonderful turnout 

for the Mothers’ 

Day Liturgies.                     

It’s our little way of   

saying,   

‘Thank you, Mum!’ 

Sacred Space 

All the children visited the Sacred Space set up 

in St Joseph’s Church on Tuesday. The children 

were respectful, prayerful and meditative in the 

space. They explored the last week of Jesus’ life 

on earth through interac-

tive prayer stations. I do 

hope you were able to 

visit while the church 

was open to experience 

this for yourselves. 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Year of Mary 

The Pope has chosen to focus on Mary for the next two years’ 

World Youth celebrations, culminating in Panama in 2019. Francis 

has asked young people to journey with Mary, describing her as ‘a 

role model to be imitated’. Consequently, the Diocese has decided 

to have a Year of Mary. Each month we will consider one of 

Mary’s virtues and pray with Mary on specific topics.  
 

April Prayer – for Vocations 
 

Loving God,  
just as Mary said ‘Yes’ to your plan for her, 
help us to listen to you calling us 
that we may follow our vocations  
and say ‘Yes’ to whatever you ask of us.  
We pray especially for those who have been called to a religious life, 
that they may always lead others to you. 
We pray that men and women will hear your call  
and serve you through serving others. 
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

Staff Training 

This month staff have had PE training and development. Several staff 

have collaborated with other schools in order to validate judgements 

about children’s writing and SEND documentation. Staff have also 

begun to consider our  outdoor areas with the long term view of   

making them more engaging for the children to play and learn in. 

 

Twitter 

Twitter has been particularly useful while the weather has been poor as 

updates have been easy to post and the website has been kept up to 

date. I hope it’s helped you to stay connected with school. 

Commonwealth Day 

Two representatives from each 

school accompanied Mrs Keenan 

to Brandon to watch the raising of 

the Commonwealth Flag.  

As always our children were   

impeccably behaved and even 

managed to get their photos into 

two newspapers! 

Fair Trade Assembly 

Our School Councils did a great job hosting a Fair 

Trade Assembly with samples of banana and chocolate 

afterwards. It was great to see them supported             

by yourselves. 

Science Day 

Each school has undertaken a Science Day with 

each class completing science activities and then 

sharing these with each other at the end of the day. 

The children 

(and staff) had a 

great time! Next 

time you’re in 

school come and 

have a look at 

the science dis-

plays. 

Do you          

recognise who 

our children 

worked with?  

Poetry Day 

There was a plethora of fairies, witches and feud-

ing families on our Shakespeare / Poetry day! 

  We love Shakespeare! 

 


