
Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

Your support for the food bank is brilliant! 

Please keep dropping in a tin or packet on ‘Tinny 

Tuesday’ and our children will make sure it’s 

dropped off at the right 

place to help others.  

New Starters 

Soon we welcome into school our new Reception cohort of 

children for September. 

They will make three visits to school and for most of these 

parents they will be new to the school too.  

Please be your usual friendly selves, give a cheery ’hello’ and 

help the new parents get to grips with the school day  

and all it entails! 

Data Protection 

You will have been inundated with requests to update   

settings and read new agreements following the            

introduction of new Data Protection procedures.  

 

We do have a Privacy Notice and it can be found on the 

Policies page of our new website - 

 www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/about-us/school-policies   

Please contact the office if you’d like a printed copy. 

 

Over the coming weeks, we will be contacting you again 

to request reaffirmation of how we look after and use your 

data. It would be greatly appreciated if any forms sent 

home are returned promptly. Thank you in advance. 

Taylor Shaw worked 

with the SNAG to highlight the importance of healthy 

eating by making yummy fajita wraps. Have you tried 

one in your packed lunch yet? 

The bottles and prizes you have donated for the school 

fayre so far have been amazing - thank you! 

I have been asked if about the condition of some dona-

tions. Anything you are able to give is always appreciated, 

however we cannot accept open bottles or used products. 

It’s also worth remembering the sign which I saw in a 

charity shop window several years ago which read: 

If it’s not good enough to give to a relative,  

don’t give it to us! 

After School Clubs 

The feedback regarding a longer       

running after school club to run each 

evening has told us that you would like 

this to happen. So, in conjunction with 

Simply Sport we will put this into place 

for you and your children. 

Over the coming weeks you will receive 

further information about how this will 

operate and how to reserve your place. 

 

Holiday Club 

The day that ran over half 

term was enjoyed by the 

children that attended. Keep 

an eye out for dates for the 

Summer Holiday Club.  

 

Remember: Children are 

welcome to attend holiday 

clubs at either school! 
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St Joseph’s RC  

Primary School 

Durham Road 

Ushaw Moor 

Durham 

DH7 7LF 

0191-3730355 

ushawmoorstjoseph@ 

durhamlearning.net 

Key dates this term 

 13 June Building Site 

Assembly  

 14 June Kingsway 

Presentation 3pm 

 2 July Change Over 

Day 

 13 July Summer Fayre 

 17 July, Leavers’ Mass 

 18 July, Beach Day 

 Please see Diary Dates 
sheet for more details 
& events  

 You are most          
welcome to attend 
events at either school 

Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs RC  Primary 

School 

Durham Road 

Esh Winning 

Durham 

DH7 9PA 

0191-3734343 

ourladyqueenofmartyrs@ 

durhamlearning.net 

Key dates this term 

 11 June Kingsway 

Presentation 3pm  

 6 July Summer 

Fayre 

 10 July Outdoor 

Learning Day 

 12 July Leavers’ 

Mass 

  18 July Beach Day 

  Please see Diary 
Dates sheet for 
more details & 
events  

May Sunshine 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   May has been another busy month. In 
amongst it, our Year 6 and Year 2 children sat 
national tests. They have all worked hard and 
we are proud of them for doing so. June sees 
Year 1 children completing the Phonics Test 
which assesses a set of skills that are     
commonly used for reading. Please keep these 

young members of our school communities in 
your prayers as they move forward with their 
learning. 

   May is dedicated to Mary, the mother of  
Jesus and this was celebrated on the final day 
of the May half term in each school with a  

Pilgrimage. At St Joseph’s, a liturgy to Mary 
was shared in the hall before the children   
processed to church with flowers to lay at 

Mary’s statue. Two children carried a crown for 
Mary and Mary was crowned as we sang. At 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs the children    
gathered in the hall before travelling outside  
into the yard to explore prayer stations     
dedicated to Mary. A statue of Mary was 
crowned in the yard and the children sang. 
Thank you to those parents and carers who 
were able to join us for this special service.  

   A little reminder that we no longer accept 
cash for school payments (uniform, lunches, 
clubs etc) and any cash sent in will be      
returned. Please contact the school office should 
you require a Paypoint Card. 

   Finally, our new reception starters will com-
plete their first visit to school next month. 
Please keep an eye out for a new parent unsure 

of where to go or what to do - a friendly 
smile, hello and a little help go a long way. 
I’m sure we can all remember feeling nervous 
about a new situation. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Staff (and Governor) Training 

This month governors have welcomed a County   

Advisor into school to deliver training on how to 

monitor our schools more precisely and effectively.   

Staff have attended training on financial manage-

ment, the Relationships and Sex Education curricu-

lum, moderation of standards in various year groups, 

how to make classrooms more communication 

friendly and also managed to fit in some bespoke 

training solely for the development of our Early 

Years Classrooms. Now we need to embed our   

learning to benefit all of our school community. 

 

At last our new website is live! Log on to www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk as many times as possible 

throughout June in order to help lift us higher within Google. If you could do it at least once a day it 

would be a huge help. When you log on you will see that the Twitter feeds from each school are 

visible, side by side. This is a great way to keep a track on just some of the things that are happen-

ing in our schools each day. Remember to store us in your favourites! The information on the site 

has all been updated and, although some areas are still being developed, I’m sure you will find the 

site more user friendly and informative. 

If there’s anything you spot that’s not right, needs updating or amending 

just pop a pleasant word in at the office and we’ll get on to it. 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk 

Punctuation Show 

 

Wow! He was still loud a week later! 

 

The children at OLQM also had a great time    

learning about Punctuation in a fun (and loud) way 

with Barrie. 

 

Follow him on Twitter @punctuationshow 

Squeezy Rider 

Everyone enjoyed     

designing their own 

drink using fresh fruit 

and then pedalling the 

special bike to make a 

smoothie - it was lots 

of fun! 

Why not give this   

recipe a try at home? 

Butterflies 

Class 1 were delighted 

when he caterpillars 

they looked after be-

came chrysalises. It did-

n’t take long before 

beautiful butterflies 

emerged and were 

able to be freed.  

Ceilidh 

All the chil-

dren (and 

staff) had a 

fantastic time 

at a mini Cei-

lidh. Chris 

came along 

to teach us all 

the dances and to call 

out the steps that we 

needed to take. He also 

made sure the music was 

perfect and played the 

fiddle too! 

Visitor 

Class 1 were delighted when they received 

a letter from Mrs Blackbird telling them 

she had nested in their outdoor area. The 

children made  

posters to remind 

us to be quiet and 

are looking forward 

to seeing the   

fledglings. 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Year of Mary 

The Pope has chosen to focus on Mary for the next two years’ 

World Youth celebrations, culminating in Panama in 2019. Francis 

has asked young people to journey with Mary, describing her as ‘a 

role model to be imitated’. Consequently, the Diocese has decided 

to have a Year of Mary. Each month we will consider one of 

Mary’s virtues and pray with Mary on specific topics.  
 

June Prayer – for The Persecuted 
 

O Most Blessed Mother, heart of love, heart of mercy,  
always listening, caring and loving, hear our prayers.  
As your children, we ask you to remember us to our brother, Jesus.  
Listen to the prayers we place before you today. 
We especially remember those who are persecuted  
because of who they are, what they believe or where they live.  

We know your heart is ever open to those who ask for your prayers.  
We trust to your gentle care and generous heart,  
those whom we love, those who are sick or lonely or hurting.  
Help all of us, Holy Mother, to recognise injustice and to work and pray for 
a fairer world. Amen. 

 

At last our new website is live! Log on to www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk as many times as possible 

throughout June in order to help lift us higher within Google. If you could do it at least once a day it 

would be a huge help. When you log on you will see that the Twitter feeds from each school are 

visible, side by side. This is a great way to keep a track on just some of the things that are happen-

ing in our schools each day. Remember to store us in your favourites! The information on the site 

has all been updated and, although some areas are still being developed, I’m sure you will find the 

site more user friendly and informative. 

If there’s anything you spot that’s not right, needs updating or amending 

just pop a pleasant word in at the office and we’ll get on to it. 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk 

New Residential Trip for Year 5 & 6 

Class 4 will be invited to come along to Middleton-in-Teesdale at the end of Oc-

tober 2018 to enjoy a two night / three day residential. The Kingsway Centre of-

fers fantastic opportunities to experience activities and events outdoors that can-

not be experienced here at home. The in-

structors are highly qualified and have 

backgrounds in education.  

Rob, from Kingsway, will be coming to 

talk to the current year 4 & 5 and par-

ents next week. Parents / Grandparents 

from any year group are also encouraged 

to come along to meet him, listen to his 

information and ask any questions they 

may have. Towards the end of the week a 

letter will be sent home confirming dates and prices to see who would be interest-

ed in attending.  

 

OLQM - Monday 11th June, 3pm        STJ - Thursday 14th June, 3pm 

 

Please come to either session, or both! 

 

Punctuation Show 

 

Wow! He was still loud a week later! 

 

The children at OLQM also had a great time    

learning about Punctuation in a fun (and loud) way 

with Barrie. 

 

Follow him on Twitter @punctuationshow 

Ceilidh 

All the chil-

dren (and 

staff) had a 

fantastic time 

at a mini Cei-

lidh. Chris 

came along 

to teach us all 

the dances and to call 

out the steps that we 

needed to take. He also 

made sure the music was 

perfect and played the 

fiddle too! 

Pizza Hut 

Following the year 6 SATs the children (and staff) enjoyed a special treat 

at Pizza Hut. We had our own dedicated table of pizzas hat kept replenish-

ing as if by magic! Following that we visited The Ice-Cream Factory and 

had a great time adding loads of toppings to our frozen desert!  


