
Looking ahead... 

It was lovely to see so many 

people at the  Welcome       

Liturgies at each school. It 

was also great that some of 

you were able to stay for a 

cuppa and a chat afterwards. 

Thank you for your support. 

The children were invited to think about the 

ingredients for baking a cake and what hap-

pens if the ingredients aren’t quite right on 

Jeans for Genes day.  This was likened to 

our own genes and what makes each of us 

individual. A total of £164 was raised by 

wearing non-uniform (OLQM £78, STJ £86) 

New Contact Forms 

Keep an eye out for the new contact forms being issued soon. These will 

ensure we are holding the correct details for your child and that any  

medical information is up to date. It would be appreciated if these were 

completed and returned to the school office by half term. Thank you. 

Uniforms 

Wow! Don’t the children look super smart for the new school year? 

It’s fantastic that everyone has made such an effort to wear the correct 

school uniform complete with school shoes. Please remember to help 

your child remove any jewellery (especially ear-rings) and large hair 

bows before school. We will be reminding children to tuck in their T-

shirts and fasten their buttons during the day to keep them looking 

their very best. During the cold weather children may wear joggers or 

leggings during outdoor PE - navy or grey, please. 

Wow, we have some very talented bakers in our 

midst! The MacMilllan Coffee Morning / Af-

ternoon was, once again, very well attended. 

The cakes were amazing and all who came en-

joyed eating them! An amazing total of £287.77 

was raised. (OLQM £126.20, STJ £161.57) 

Find out… 

How we teach phonics - How your child 

learns to read and spell is vitally im-

portant. Come along to STJ on 9th Octo-

ber, 2:30pm or OLQM on 12th October to 

get a better understanding of what phonics 

are, how we teach them and why it’s so 

important that your child learns them. 

~ 

What SATs are all about - If you have a 

child in year 2 or year 6 then SAT survival 

for Parents is for you! Hear what it’s all 

about and how you can help your child to 

do their best in these national tests.  8th 

November 9am at OLQM or 2:30pm at 

STJ. 

~ 

About Accelerated Reader - Just what is 

it? Information sessions on 2nd Novem-

ber, 9am at STJ or 2:30pm at OLQM. 

~ 

All sessions are open to all parents and 

carers, you are welcome at either school.  

Photographs 

School photographs will be taken on 6th 

November at STJ  and 7th of November at 

OLQM where the dress code will be smart 

uniform. Should you also wish your child 

to be photographed in their own clothes, 

please send them in so they can get 

changed after their individual photo.    

   Last year  a few families enjoyed a family 

photoshoot or  a session for younger     

children. The resulting prints were excellent and proved 

very popular. This service will be available again be-

tween 8:30am and 9:30am. If you wish to participate in 

this fantastic     opportunity, please come directly to the 

school hall. 

All Saints Day Celebration Dress Up 

Come dressed as a saint to celebrate. Be prepared to tell everyone 

who you are! 

Parents welcome to 9:10am assembly. Fairtrade advent calendars & 

refreshments available afterwards. 
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St Joseph’s RC  

Primary School 

Durham Road 

Ushaw Moor 

Durham 

DH7 7LF 

0191-3730355 

ushawmoorstjoseph@ 

durhamlearning.net 

Key dates this term 

 9 Oct Family Phonic 

Fun 

 16 & 18 Oct Parents’   

Evenings 

 2 Nov Accelerated 

Reader Information 

Session 

 8 Nov SAT survival 

for parents 

 22 Dec Advent     

Service 

 Please see Diary 
Dates sheet for more 
details & events  

 You are most welcome 
to attend events at 
either school 

Our Lady Queen 

of Martyrs RC  

Primary School 

Durham Road 

Esh Winning 

Durham 

DH7 9PA 

0191-3734343 

ourladyqueenofmartyrs@ 

durhamlearning.net 

Key dates this term 

 12 Oct Family Phonic 

Fun 

 17 & 19 Oct Parents’   

Evenings 

 2 Nov Accelerated 

Reader Information 

Session 

 8 Nov SAT survival for 

parents 

 22 Dec Advent     Ser-

vice 

 Please see Diary Dates 
sheet for more details 
& events  

 You are most welcome 
to attend events at 
either school. 

Welcome back! 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   Welcome back to our federation of schools at 
the start of a new school year and a very 
busy autumn term. There are all sorts planned, 
including; Federation Day, Christmas plays and 
activities, non-uniform days and the chance to 
dress up. Please keep your Diary Dates letter 

handy to refer to. Occasionally, there are 
events which are booked after the dates letter 
has gone out. We’ll keep you informed of these 
through a text or letter.  

   I hope you like this new look newsletter - 
drop me an e-mail or catch me anytime with 
any comments or pointers for improvement. The 

websites for both schools are also undergoing 
a revamp and we hope to have our new sites 

up and running very soon. 

   In July we waved goodbye to our year 6 
children. The Leavers’ Masses were a reflective 
opportunity to give thanks for how well our 
children had grown and matured and to pray 
for their future well-being, success and      
happiness. The reports I have received so far, 
detailing how our children are doing, are    
positive and we continue to wish them all well.  

   Fortunately, this term we have welcomed 
new starters into our family.  Not only into  
reception but into classes across our schools as 
well as onto our staff. Everyone has settled 
into the new term and has made a great start 
to the academic year, helped along by the  
commitment, support and reassurance that all 
those in our community give, from staff to  
children. The confidence these new starters 

showed during our beautiful Welcome Liturgies 
was wonderful.  

   As always, I hope that this academic year 
is a happy and successful one for everyone in 
our community. 

Best wishes, Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Emily, Josh, Jack, Scarlett, Patrick, 

Matthew, Chloe R, Hannah, 

Lewis,  Joshua, Chloe K,     

Finlay, Chloe S, 

Sophie, 

Eleanor, Niomi, Harrison, 

Evan, Heidi, Robert, Sonny, 

Phoebe, Kayne, Mia-Lilly, 

Joseph, Archie, Paris, Miss 

Toys wanted! 

Do you have any good quality toy cars or 

vehicles at home that you would be able 

to donate to Class 1, please?  

We are also looking for a large, simple 

dolls house (preferably not plastic) to 

equip our room for appropriate play in 

the early years at Our Lady Queen of 

Martyrs. 

Perhaps you have something gathering 

dust in the corner or hidden in the attic. 

Would you be interested in the fortnightly chance of winning a cash payout?  

Peter Boyle died in a road accident. His friends who had worked with him on 

the reordering of the church set up a Fund in his memory to be used for the 

benefit of the children of St Joseph’s School. The Fund has been running since 

September 1991 and the money is used for educational purposes. The Fund 

runs a letter draw which is held once a fortnight with an average prize of £100 

for a minimum stake of only £1 per fortnight. Once a year St Joseph’s receives 

a donation from the Fund. This year the £950 money will support the purchase 

of 3 more I-Pads.  Thank you! 

Contact Mrs Bowron, Mrs Smith(TA) or Liz Tallon (parent governor) for     

further details. 

New school bags 

As space in our corridors and on our coat racks is lim-

ited all children have been given two new school bags 

this year.  It should be these bags which children bring 

to school in preference to any other. Of course your 

child may also bring a packed lunch bag, and on swim-

ming days a carrier with swim kit in is a perfect size. 

Everyone has a new book bag so that every child can carry their reading book 

and reading record to and from school safely each day. Children are encouraged 

to put any letters from school straight into their bags so please check it at the 

end of each day as you take out their reading record to sign. In order that reading 

books and records are not spoiled - we’ve already had several damaged - it 

would be appreciated if water bottles were not put inside book bags. Everyone 

also has a new PE bag in the colour of their house. This helps children to quick-

ly identify which is theirs and promotes team spirit. It is essential that your child 

has their PE kit in school each day. Children will be instructed to take their PE 

kit home at the end of each half term. Please help us to keep your child safe 

from trips in the cloakrooms by only sending these bags into school. 

Changes at St Joseph’s 

If you’ve been into St Joseph’s since 

September you will have noticed 

smart new bookcases in the corridor for our Accelerated 

Reader books. A huge thank you to Mr Brown (Matthew’s 

dad) for helping us with a donation of almost 60 books to 

help broaden our selection. 

If you’ve ventured further in you will have noticed new 

coat pegs for the youngest children and a trough for items 

that we had been previously tripping over.  The older   chil-

dren have new cubby holes for their 

belongings and so far it’s working 

well with less pushing to get at items 

and very few things scattered on the 

floor. Keep up the great work children  

- you deserve a lovely, tidy school. 

Staff Training 

It’s not just the children in our schools that learn new things. As a staff we are 

continually refreshing our skills and learning new ones. Our first day back in 

September allowed all of us to meet as a joint staff to learn more about conflict 

resolution and safe techniques for handling children. Since then teaching staff 

have also had further training on children’s language development and everyone 

was invited to attend a session on wellbeing for school staff which had            

life-changing consequences for some of us. 

Sinkhole 

September saw an unexpected 

hole appear on the yard at Our 

Lady Queen of Martyrs.            

Following investigation we have 

been reassured that the school is 

not in imminent danger of disap-

pearing and it was a drain that had 

become clogged and collapsed. A 

section of pipe has been replaced 

and the yard re-tarmacked. 

Savings Club (Credit Union) 

We are delighted to be linked with NEFirst Credit 

Union to be able to offer a savings club for chil-

dren, families and staff.  This allows savings of 

any size to be made easily and regularly in school. 

Savings books are         collected in on a Tuesday 

and returned by Friday. Adult members are able to 

apply for low cost loans with very competitive 

interest rates and certainly much lower than door-

step or payday lenders. Please    contact the school office for an appli-

cation form or further details. 

‘I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me.’ 

Matthew 25:35 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Matthew, Toni, Catherine, Alisha, 

Cameron, Sophie, Rebecca, 

Caoimhe, Will, Jacey, Thomas, 

Nicolle, Grace, 

James. 

Iona, Mason, Aubrey, Tia, Jessica, 

Ava, Emily, Zakk, Jensen, Rylee, 

Carl, Kallum, Brooke,  

Would you be interested in the fortnightly chance of winning a cash payout?  

Peter Boyle died in a road accident. His friends who had worked with him on 

the reordering of the church set up a Fund in his memory to be used for the 

benefit of the children of St Joseph’s School. The Fund has been running since 

September 1991 and the money is used for educational purposes. The Fund 

runs a letter draw which is held once a fortnight with an average prize of £100 

for a minimum stake of only £1 per fortnight. Once a year St Joseph’s receives 

a donation from the Fund. This year the £950 money will support the purchase 

of 3 more I-Pads.  Thank you! 

Contact Mrs Bowron, Mrs Smith(TA) or Liz Tallon (parent governor) for     

further details. 

New school bags 

As space in our corridors and on our coat racks is lim-

ited all children have been given two new school bags 

this year.  It should be these bags which children bring 

to school in preference to any other. Of course your 

child may also bring a packed lunch bag, and on swim-

ming days a carrier with swim kit in is a perfect size. 

Everyone has a new book bag so that every child can carry their reading book 

and reading record to and from school safely each day. Children are encouraged 

to put any letters from school straight into their bags so please check it at the 

end of each day as you take out their reading record to sign. In order that reading 

books and records are not spoiled - we’ve already had several damaged - it 

would be appreciated if water bottles were not put inside book bags. Everyone 

also has a new PE bag in the colour of their house. This helps children to quick-

ly identify which is theirs and promotes team spirit. It is essential that your child 

has their PE kit in school each day. Children will be instructed to take their PE 

kit home at the end of each half term. Please help us to keep your child safe 

from trips in the cloakrooms by only sending these bags into school. 

School Staff (OLQM) 

Class 1 - Mrs Sproat & Mrs Johnson (TA) 

Class 2 -   Mrs Hopkins & Miss McKenna (TA) 

Class 3 - Miss Houghton & Mrs Peveller (TA) 

Class 4 - Mrs Yates, Mrs Dixon & Mrs Burton (TA) 

Office - Mrs Thompson 

Caretaker & Cleaner- Mrs Simpson & Mrs Cairns 

Lunchtime Supervisors - Mrs Cairns & Mrs Rhodes 

Breakfast Club - Mrs Cairns & Dan (Craig’s Coaching) 

School Staff (STJ) 

Class 1 - Miss Shemmings, Ms Donlan & Mrs Davies (TA) 

Class 2 -   Mrs Bryan, Mrs Minchell, Mrs Smith (TA) & 

Mrs Riddles (TA) 

Class 3 - Miss Whitfield & Mrs Reeve (TA) 

Class 4 - Mrs Curtis, Mrs Minchell & Mrs Dunn (TA) 

Office - Mrs Bowron 

Caretaker & Cleaner - Mr Stoddart & Mrs Jackson 

Lunchtime Supervisors - Mrs Robinson & TAs 

Breakfast Club - Mrs Jackson & Tom (Craig’s Coaching) 

What will this year bring? A Reflection  

What will this year bring?  

We do not know; 

It will bring its usual times of work and play, 

Experiences of success and struggle 

All the things that are part of school life. 

It is a new beginning; 

The planting of a seed that will grow for a year, 

 The seed of fruit that will blossom in times to come. 

It is new hope; 

Hope for good work, for personal achievement 

For friendships, for fun, for learning. 

In this coming year, may there be learning,  

                                          prayer and fun. 

May there be hard work, faith and friendship. 

May no one in this school be lonely; 

May no one be left out in class; 

May no one suffer through the others here. 

As we begin this year in hope, in prayer  

                                        and in friendship,                  

May the Lord begin it with us, be with us during it, 

And successfully bring it to its conclusion. Amen. 
 

I-Pads 

Did you know that between our schools we 

have 24 I-Pads? 12 at each school. The mon-

ey that you have raised for school funds over 

the years has helped to purchase the I-pads, 

along with secure storage units and extra 

leads as well as software and 

apps for teaching and learn-

ing. 

The children use I-pads to access Accelerat-

ed Reader quizzes,    access spelling, gram-

mar and maths apps as well as using them for 

research or to help them write down their 

thoughts and ideas.  

In Class 1 the I-pads are used to        photo-

graph  and record the progress the children 

make each day. 


