
Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

The Mini-Vinnies have been very 

active and organised a successful 

push for items towards the food 

bank. Regular donations are made 

and this is a great help. The Santa 

Saunter was a fun morning and 

everyone sauntered despite the 

weather! So far the Mini-Vinnies have raised £109 

(STJ) and £117(OLQM) for CAFOD. Enough to buy 

a toilet! 

First Aid 

As last year, children in year 1 and 5 will be learning First Aid. 

This is a 5 week course of 1 hour a week learning how to ad-

minister First Aid. I know you’ll have heard a story about a 

young child who calls an ambulance or puts an adult in the 

recovery position and saves their life  following an accident in 

the home. Anyone can do it. Can you? We will be subsidising 

and hosting a First Aid session for adults. The 3 hour session 

will include a book and a certificate will be awarded. Watch 

out for the letters n the new year and sign up yourself and a 

friend. Thursday 1st Feb, 9-12 at STJ or Thursday 15th March 

9-12 at OLQM for only £15 per person. 

School bags 

All the children have a new school bag and 

should bring it to and from school each day. 

We do not have a lot of room in the cloakroom 

areas and would appreciate no other bags com-

ing in to help keep the areas tidy. Please check 

your child’s bag each night/morning as you 

replace their reading diary—is there a letter or 

note from school?  

The money raised at the Christmas fayre and from ticket 

donations has raised an amazing £829 (STJ) and £772 

(OLQM). This money goes towards Christmas parties and 

activities as well as subsidising trips out of school, such as 

the Pantomime or the visit to Brandon Church. Please 

hand in any spare gift bags after Christmas—we will keep 

them ready for next year’s surprise 

gift tombola. 

Reports 

Reports detailing your child’s attainment and pro-

gress fro this term will be issued in early January. 

There will be a drop in session where you can call 

in to see the teacher regarding the report on 

Wednesday 16th January between 3:20 and 

5:30pm. Appointments will not be given, please 

just drop in.. 

World Book Day Celebration Dress Up 

Come dressed up for world book - the theme will be local authors. 

Presents & Cards 

Thank you so much for the wonder-

ful cards and gifts that come into 

school from the children and your-

selves at this time of year. We know 

how busy you all are and to think of 

us all is very kind and much appreci-

ated. Our staff rooms are very well stocked! 
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Key dates this term 

 17 Jan, Parent drop 

in session 

 1 Feb, First Aid for 

Parents 

 6 Feb, Transition 

Surgery 

 9 Feb, School closed 

  20 & 22 Mar, Par-

ents evening 

 Please see Diary 
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more details & 
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Key dates this term 

 17 Jan, Parent drop in 

session 

 6 Feb Transition Sur-

gery 

 9 Feb, School Closed 

 15 Mar, First Aid for 

Parents 

 19 & 21 Mar, Parents 

evening 

 Please see Diary 
Dates sheet for more 
details & events  

 You are most welcome 
to attend events at 
either school. 

Thank you! 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   Thank you to those of you that have com-
municated with me about this new newsletter. 
It’s lovely to hear that you like it in colour, 
you appreciate snippets about each school,  
you found it easy to see the main events com-
ing up, you like to hear how well fundraising 
or activities have gone, you like the updates 

about how school has moved forward and 
changed. It’s also good to hear how you feel 
this newsletter can be built upon: you’d prefer 
it more frequently than half termly. In the New 
Year I will be aiming at a monthly newsletter 
to keep you up to date.  

     This half term has flown by and been 
packed with events from workshops about 
reading, SATs or resilience to Christmas fayres, 

parties and Santa Saunters. Thank you for all 
the support you have given to your chidlren 
and our schools during this time. Whether it’s 
been a gift for the fayre, a donation for CAFOD 
or coming to watch an assemlby your support 
is invaluable. Next term promises to have less 
packed into it but please keep your blue Diary 
Dates letter handy to refer to when you get it 
in January. 

   The websites for both schools are still un-
dergoing a revamp. I will let you know when 
it does go live. In the meantime keep updated 
with our current website which incorporates 

our Twitter feed 

   Myself and the staff at both schools 
wish each of you a happy, holy and 
peaceful Christmas.  

   We look forward to welcoming your 
children back into school on Monday 8th 
January in order to start another busy 
and productive term. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

A new job 

The staff and children at OLQM sent Mrs 

Hopkins off in style with a whole school 

dance / gymnastic display and a song 

written especially for her. Mrs Hopkins 

was presented with  wonderful gifts as a 

goodbye . Mrs Hopkins will be missed as 

she moves onto her new post with 

Sedgefield and Darlington School Sports 

Partnership but goes with the good wish-

es and blessings of us all. Mrs O’Brien 

will join us after Christmas and has visit-

ed school several times. She is very 

much looking forward to starting. 

Cloud’s Visit 

Cloud visited us at the end pf October. He is a Sikh and came to talk to us 

about his life and his beliefs. Cloud talked to the whole school about the basis 

of his faith and then visited each class to find out what the children had been 

doing and answer their questions about him and faith. After visiting each class 

in both schools Cloud declared he had been warmly welcomed to each school 

and that we had the most polite and interesting children he had come across 

with marvellous questioning skills. 

Accelerated Reader & Lexia 

Reading  is a vital skill children need to develop by practising. Since taking on 

Accelerated Reader it has been lovely to see how keen the children are to com-

plete their book and take a quiz. It’s smiles all round  when they do well! You 

can help them by listening to them read.. Each night, if you can. It doesn’t need 

to be a lot, half a page is better than nothing. When you do hear your child read, 

please sign their book. Don’t worry if they don’t read their reading book but 

read something else to you—it’s still reading  so add it to their reading record 

too! 

Lexia is a game based reading skills computer programme which can be ac-

cessed from home by all children. This programme will boost reading skills by 

helping to clarify misconceptions and inaccuracies in reading. Perhaps your 

child could do one game on Lexia before they log into another online game? 

Staff Illness 

Please keep in your prayers this Christmas Mrs Peveller 

(OLQM) who is recovering from an operation and             

Mr Soddart (STJ) who has been admitted to hospital. We 

wish them both a speedy recovery and look forward to see-

ing them soon. 

Staff Training 

This term we’ve focused on Accelerated Reader, Lexia and 

Science. We had a fun staff training session with a science 

specialist and staff were ready to  put into practise what they 

had been taught in order to engage and ‘wow’ the children. 

Speech and Language has also had top billing with us all 

attending training about phonological awareness as well as 1 

staff member undertaking a lengthy course which will help 

to identify and minimise speech problems in the early ears 

setting. 

Twitter 

We are delighted to now have Twitter accounts for each 

school. You will have seen a new consent form for pictures 

to be taken and shared with Twitter. These have given us 

important feedback about how you feel about other parents 

photographing your children. In order to respond to your 

requests that other parents do not take photographs of chil-

dren other than their own we have moved to the step of not 

permitting any photographs or videos of events where our children perform (such 

as the Christmas play). We do know this can be difficult but know you will help 

us to keep all our children safe by complying with this request. Twitter will allow 

us to share with you more of what is happening in school and in the classrooms. 

The easiest way to find out what’s happening is to look at the website -  Twitter 

has a live feed here and all updates are shown. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 

St Michael’s  

Christmas Eve Carols 4:30 pm  

Christmas Eve Mass 5 pm 

 

St Joseph’s 

Christmas Eve Carols 7 pm          

Christmas Eve Mass 7:30 pm 

 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs  

Christmas Day Mass 10 am 

All welcome 
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Book Donation 

Mr Burnside (Harry’s 

dad) recently subsidised a 

set of bokos for St Jo-

seph’s. The 5 sets of class 

readers all centre around Barney and Echo in situations that 

some of our children may find themselves in. Through the 

stories the children learn how to deal with events them-

selves and how to make positive choices. The books will be 

used as part of our PSHE curriculum across the school. 

Thank you, Mr Burnside! You can find out more at 

www.barneyecho.co.uk  

Communicating the Family: A privileged 

place of Encounter with the Gift of Love  

“A perfect family does not exist. We 

should not be fearful of imperfections, 

weakness or even conflict, but rather learn 

how to deal with them constructively. The 

family, where we keep loving one another 

despite our limits and sins, thus becomes a 

school of forgiveness. Forgiveness is itself 

a process of communication.” 

Pope Francis 
World Communications Day Message 2015 

Hall Floor 

The parquet flooring in the hall at Our 

Lady Queen of Martyrs was repaired 

and the floor polished to a stunning 

shine over the summer holidays. A 

cracked outside drain was identified as 

being the cause of the damp and has 

been patched up. Unfortunately, the din-

ing chairs and tables scratched the floor 

in September. Once new chair and table 

leg caps were fitted Mrs Simpson man-

aged to work magic and brought the hall 

floor back to a wonderful shine once 

again. Well done, Mrs Simpson! 
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