
Looking ahead... 

Your support for, and attendance at, events have made 

the extras we do worthwhile. We know that all these 

events help our children to appreciate and understand 

the wider world but we couldn’t do it without your 

ongoing support - thank you. 

The Mini-Vinnies are continu-

ing to collect items for the 

Food Bank. A huge thank you 

to those that have been able to 

contribute to Tinny Tuesdays.  

Litter Pick 

The children will be helping to keep our 

community looking its best by participat-

ing in a Litter Pick as part of the Big 

Spring Clean in partnership with  Litter 

Free Durham. Please send children to 

school with wellies and a warm coat. The 

children will be provided with gloves,  

litter pickers, rubbish bags and high-vis 

vests.  

If you’re free and able to lend a hand to 

this important initiative, or just like the 

thought of wearing a high-vis vest, please 

come along to school for 1pm on 

Wednesday 7th March.  We will reward 

The Dogs Trust came into school recently and talked to all the 

children about how to stay safe around dogs . The children 

learned about dogs ‘language’ as well as how they might      

approach a dog with an owner. Most importantly they learned 

how to behave should a dog come at them unexpectedly. 

Book Fair 

The Book People will be delivering a Book Fair on Monday 19th February 

to OLQM. The fair will be open after school on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday so please pop in to have a browse. Don’t worry if you aren’t 

able to make it, you can send money with your child and we’ll take them 

along before the fair departs. 

World Book Day Celebration Dress Up 

Come dressed up for world book - the theme is from local author 

Terry Deary - any character that he writes about.  

Any character from history would just about cover it! 

The Willow at St Joseph’s needs regular       

attention and maintenance in order that is safe 

for the children to enter and use. Jo came out 

and worked with groups of children and staff so 

that we can become self-sufficient in looking 

after our fabulous resource. Thank you for your 

continued help, 

Jo, we’re all look-

ing forward to 

using the area 

more. Eco Club Dates 

22nd February 

8th & 15th March  

All children welcome! 
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Here comes the snow! 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

   It has been a busy start to the new year 
with the children settling straight into their work 
and making great progress. The snow caught 
some people out but we delighted that most 
children made it into school and didn’t loose 
any teaching time. A huge ‘thank you’ to those 
parents who helped to clear a little bit (or a lot 

with the help of a tractor!) or allowed extra 
time to walk instead of driving to school. Un-
fortunately, a few people were caught out when 
Our Lady & St Joseph RC Primary School 
closed. This school is at Leadgate and is not 
us! Although we are a Federation, we are two 

separate schools and things that may affect an 
individual site may not affect the other. With a 
school closure we will update you on an indi-

vidual school basis. The children had a great 
time playing with friends, enjoying the snow, 
socialising and discovering new things - for 
some of the children it was their first experience 
of snowman building snow and they loved it 
as much as the teachers! Next time it snows 
please ensure your children wear wellies and 
have spare socks and even trousers for a quick 
change. Gloves and a coat are needed every 

day as children play outside in all weathers - 
yes, even the rain! 

   Our Governors do an amazing job of helping 
to steer our schools in the best direction. There 
is currently a vacancy for a Parent Governor of 
St Joseph’s. Are you interested? Please contact 
school for more information. 

Best wishes,  

Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 



Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

A new face 

Some of you will have noticed a new 

face at St Joseph’s. Mr Andrew Arnell 

has been covering the role of caretaker 

while Mr Stoddart recuperates. Please 

keep Mr Stoddart in your prayers and 

give Mr Arnell a friendly hello when you 

see him; he’s doing a good job of keep-

ing our school safe and looking great. 

Staff Training 

Although January has only been a short month in school we have managed 

to fit in training and/or refresher courses for staff.  

Some of us attended a whole day on how to support children during RE les-

sons and Collective Worship, Mrs Curtis and Mrs Yates renewed their level 

2 Safeguarding training and almost everyone was able to spend an evening 

on retreat at St Antony’s Priory in Durham.  

Did you know that all staff receive training on Safeguarding? This includes 

what to look out for when children talk, the signs and symptoms of abuse 

and neglect, as well as how to accept a child disclosing distressing or  upset-

ting information, about themselves, others or their home-life. Staff know 

what and how to record information and who to pass concerns to. Everyone 

also knows that what children say is confidential and only shared with the 

appropriate people. 

Our Designated Safeguarding leads are Mrs Keenan, Mrs Yates and Mrs 

Curtis. Should there be a time when these people are out of school or       

unavailable,  Mrs Bryan and Mrs Sproat are also trained and support in this 

area. If you’d like to know more about this area of children’s welfare, or 

discuss an issue, then you may speak to any staff member or contact any of 

our Safeguarding leads. 

Twitter 

We are now getting to grips with Twitter and 

will be posting lots more as we gain confi-

dence. Twitter will allow us to share with 

you more of what is happening in school and 

in the classrooms. The easiest way to find 

out what’s happening is to look at the web-

site -  Twitter has a live feed here and all up-

dates are shown. 

Car Parks - at both schools 

There has been an increase in parents using the staff car park to drop children off or, on occasion, 

collect them. Please do not drive into the school car park at any time. It is for staff, visitors to 

school and deliveries only. By increasing traffic to and from and across the car park at busy times 

we increase the risk to our children. It would also be appreciated if the car park entrance was not 

obstructed as delays cause traffic build up on the roads outside. Please park away from the school 

entrance legally and safely with consideration towards other road users. Alternatively, if possible, 

walk to school. Thank you for your help with keeping all our children safe. 

Meet the teacher 

I’m not sure if it was the parents or the 

children that enjoyed weaving, colouring 

Elmer and making Mr Potato Head puppets 

the most! Everyone had fun and  Mrs 

O’Brien had chance to speak to all the 

adults able to come along. 

First Aid Fun! 

Congratulations to the parents who completed their First 

Aid  course at St Joseph’s. The session was informal and 

interactive with plenty of tea to keep everyone going (to 

say nothing of the bandages!) Everyone passed and is 

now qualified to administer First Aid in any situation. 

Well done! 

 

If you’d like to  

know what to do 

in an emergency 

and feel           

confident, not 

terrified,  there’s another Adult First Aid 

course running at OLQM on Thursday 15th 

March, 9-12. Give Mrs Thompson a ring to 

book a place and find out more, 0191-

3734343. 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club starts at 8am and doors remain 

locked until then. We are unable to admit chil-

dren, or take responsibility for them, before 

this time and respectfully request that you   

remain with your child until handed over to a 

staff member.  No child should ever be left 

unattended. Thank you. 

Living, loving and learning together with our eyes focused on Jesus. 

Year of Mary 

The Pope has chosen to focus on Mary for the next two 

years’ World Youth celebrations, culminating in Panama in 

2019. Francis has asked young people to journey with Mary, 

describing her as ‘a role model to be imitated’. Consequently, 

the Diocese has decided to have a Year of Mary. Each month 

we will consider one of Mary’s virtues and pray with Mary on 

specific topics.  
 

January Prayer – for families 
We pray for our families 
 

Mary, mother of God and our holy mother, 
We bring our families to you in prayer. 
Hold and protect them in your loving arms 
as you held your precious son Jesus. 
Please ask God to help us to always show love to our families 
in the same way as you loved Jesus and Joseph. 
May we always turn to you, Mary our mother as our guide in following 
Jesus. 
Amen 
 

February Prayer – for the sick 
We pray for all those who are sick, injured or dying.  
 

Lord Jesus, 
We remember how you healed the sick, the lame, the blind. 
Send your love and mercy to all people who are suffering. 
Give them courage, healing and strength. 
We thank you for all doctors and nurses and for all who look after the 
sick. 
Give them wisdom, skill and patience as they bring help and care to 
those in need. 
Help us to share your love and mercy through our prayer and support. 
We ask Our Lady of Lourdes to be with those in pain,  
that they may feel her comfort and love.  
Amen 

Lexia 

We have already had a child complete the 

whole of the Lexia programme which is      

written to cover reading skills up to age 14! 

Not only that but several other children are not 

far from doing the same. Well done to our su-

per star readers! 

Remember: your child can access Lexia from 

home via a tablet or PC. If you’re having    

difficulties getting started pop into school and 

perhaps we can help. 

Car Parks - at both schools 

There has been an increase in parents using the staff car park to drop children off or, on occasion, 

collect them. Please do not drive into the school car park at any time. It is for staff, visitors to 

school and deliveries only. By increasing traffic to and from and across the car park at busy times 

we increase the risk to our children. It would also be appreciated if the car park entrance was not 

obstructed as delays cause traffic build up on the roads outside. Please park away from the school 

entrance legally and safely with consideration towards other road users. Alternatively, if possible, 

walk to school. Thank you for your help with keeping all our children safe. 

Meet the teacher 

I’m not sure if it was the parents or the 

children that enjoyed weaving, colouring 

Elmer and making Mr Potato Head puppets 

the most! Everyone had fun and  Mrs 

O’Brien had chance to speak to all the 

adults able to come along. 

First Aid Fun! 

Congratulations to the parents who completed their First 

Aid  course at St Joseph’s. The session was informal and 

interactive with plenty of tea to keep everyone going (to 

say nothing of the bandages!) Everyone passed and is 

now qualified to administer First Aid in any situation. 

Well done! 

 

If you’d like to  

know what to do 

in an emergency 

and feel           

confident, not 

terrified,  there’s another Adult First Aid 

course running at OLQM on Thursday 15th 

March, 9-12. Give Mrs Thompson a ring to 

book a place and find out more, 0191-

3734343. 

14th February  


