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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 
                                Welcome to a new school year and a 
busy Autumn Term. Below are the dates of events that are currently in 
the diary. Hopefully you shall be able to join us for some of them. I 
have included events happening at St Joseph’s (STJ) that may be of 
interest to you and invite you to attend – you would be most welcome.  
I look forward to seeing you over the coming term. Please keep an eye out 
for our new look newsletters and an updated website coming very soon. 

Best wishes, 
Louise Keenan, Head Teacher 

 

September As a new term begins…  

Lord God, we give thanks for all who have taught us and guided us into the ways of 

truth, those who shared with us their faith and their vision of life. 

We ask your blessing upon all schools, colleges and universities. 

We give thanks for our knowledge and experience, we ask your blessing on all who learn 

through their work. 

Lord God, guide all who influence our minds and spirits, through the media, through 

television and the internet, through music and through films. 

We pray for our own homes and loved ones and ask that our homes may show your 

abiding presence and love.   

12th  Welcome Liturgy 9:15 @ STJ. All welcome. 

13th Class 3 - Swimming, every Wednesday, all term 

14th   

 

 

WELCOME LITURGY 9:15am, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church 

Please come along to welcome the new starters into school and everyone 

to the start of the new school year. 

Children will walk to church following registration.  

Please call into the parish centre for a cuppa and a chat after Mass. 

 Wheelchair basketball for Class 4. 

 DCBC Open Evening, 5pm. All welcome. 

19th  Savings Club books in today please. Every Tuesday from today. 

Books will be returned on a Friday. 

Interested in joining? It’s free and it’s easy! Please see Mrs Thompson 

 Fyndoune Open Evening, 5pm. All welcome. 

 22nd  Jeans for Genes Day. 

Swap your school skirt / trousers for jeans today. £1 donation please. 

27th  CAFOD Assembly, for children 

28th  Welcome Mass at St Leonard’s.  

7pm in the Sports Hall. 
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29th  9:15am MacMillan Coffee Morning. All welcome.  

Can’t make the morning? Join us at STJ at 2pm 
 

October Is it about money? 

     The rich industrialist from the North was horrified to find the Southern 

fisherman lying lazily beside his boat, smoking his pipe.  

     “Why aren’t you out fishing?” said the industrialist. 

     “Because I’ve caught enough fish for the day,” said the fisherman. 

     “Why don’t you catch some more?” 

     “You could earn more money,” was the industrialist’s reply. “With that you 

could have a motor fixed to your boat and catch more fish. Then you would 

make enough to buy nylon nets. These would bring you more fish and more 

money to buy two boats…maybe even a fleet of boats. Then you would be a rich 

man like me.” 

     “What would I do then?” asked the fisherman. 

     “Then you could really enjoy life.” 

     “What do you think I am doing right now?” said the pipe-smoking fisherman. 

Anon 

5th  Federation Day 

Mass at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs RC Church at 9:30am. Please come 

and join us. Children will then be mixed across both schools to enjoy the 

day together. Children will be returned to their own school by the end 

of the day. 

 Open Evening at St Leonard’s. 7pm in the Sports Hall. All welcome. 

9th  Family Phonic Fun – Phonics @ STJ – Class 1 & 2 Parents – School Hall 

2:30pm 
An opportunity to come in to find out what phonics are, how and why they are 

taught to your children. 

12th  Family Phonic Fun – Class 1 & 2 Parents – School Hall 9am. An opportunity 

to come in to find out what phonics are, how and why they are taught to your 

children. 

17th & 19th   Parents’ Evening – All Classes 

An opportunity to review your child’s start to the school year with their 

teacher. 

19th  Non Uniform Day 
In exchange for a Bottle /Tombola Prize for the Christmas Fayre, please. 

20th  Break Up for Half Term 

29th  British Summer Time Ends - Clocks go back 1 hour 

30th  School closed – INSET Day (In Service Training Day) 

31st  School open as usual 8:55am 
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November The Prayer of Eternal Rest for the Faithful Departed:  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; 

And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen 

1st  All Saints Day Celebration 

Children are invited to dress as a Saint. Parents are warmly welcome to 

attend assembly at 9:10am.  

Refreshments and Fairtrade Advent Calendars will be available 

afterwards in the JB room. 

2nd  Accelerated Reader Parents Information Session 2:30pm 

Come along to find out how the reading system we use in school works 

and how you can help your child achieve more. 

Can’t make the afternoon? Come along to STJ at 9am. 

7th  Whole School 

Individual / Sibling Photographs  
Family Photographs - call into the hall with from 8:15am to have a family 

photograph. 

8th  SAT Survival for Parents, 9am, School Hall  

Informal session aimed mainly at Year 6 and Year 2 parents to come 

along and find out ways to support, help and encourage your child to 

achieve. Can’t make the morning? Come along to STJ at 2:30pm. 

10th  Remembrance Liturgy 10:45am All welcome. 

14th  Non Uniform Day 

In exchange for Selection Box/ Sweets for the Christmas Fayre, please 

17th  Friendship Assembly 9:15am. All welcome. 

22nd  World Toilet Day. Assembly 9:15am. All welcome. 

24th  Youth Friday 

Non uniform for £1 donation to support the Youth Mission Team 

 Pantomime Trip. Robinson Crusoe at the Gala Theatre. 

12:15pm depart, children may bring a small packet of sweets and a drink. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Love at Christmas 

     If I decorate my house perfectly with bows, strands of twinkling lights and 

baubles, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator. 
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     If I slave away in the kitchen baking dozens of Christmas cakes, preparing 

gourmet meals and arranging a beautiful table at mealtime, but do not show 

love to my family, I’m just another cook. 

     If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I 

have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing. 

     If I trim the tree with shimmering angels, attend Christmas parties and 

sing in the choir, but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point. 

     Love sets aside the decorating to kiss our loved ones. Love stops the 

cooking to hug the child. Love is kind even when it’s stressed and tired. 

     Love doesn’t envy another’s house that has better and bigger Christmas 

lights. 

     Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are 

there to be in the way. 

     Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices 

in giving to those who can’t. 

     Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all 

things. 

     Love never fails. 
Christmas version of St Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13 

5th  Advent Chaplaincy Session for St Leonard’s – pm 

6th  Christmas Fayre, 2pm. 

Children will be dismissed from school at 1:50pm 

Come along for a fun filled morning with a raffle, tombolas and games. 

8th  Christmas Fayre 2pm @ STJ. Everyone welcome. 

12th  Christmas Play, School Hall 1:30pm & 6pm 

Children should return to school at 5:30pm  

You will be notified when tickets become available 

13th  Christmas Lunch 

14th  Christmas Activity Morning & Party Afternoon. 

Children may attend school in party clothes or non-uniform. 

22nd   Federation Carol Service 

St Joseph’s RC Church, 2pm. All welcome. 
 22nd  Final day of Autumn term 

 

 

25th  

 

Happy Christmas, 

May you be blessed with peace, love and happiness, 

Love from everyone at 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs. 
 

MONDAY January 8th 2018 Children return to start the Spring Term 

 


