
 

The Federation of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning  
& St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor Catholic Primary Schools 

                                                                                                   
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Catholic Primary School                       St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Durham Road                                            Durham Road 
Esh Winning                                  Ushaw Moor 
Durham                    Durham 
DH7 9PA                 DH7 7LF 
0191-3734343                                0191-3730355 
ourladyqueenofmartyrs@durhamlearning.net               ushawmoorstjoseph@durhamlearning.net 
www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk                                                              www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk  
 

27 August 2021 
Dear Parents, Carers and Children of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
 
Returning to ‘normal’ 
 
We are very much looking forward to the September return of our children and staff to school next week.  
 
Children in years 1 to 6 will return on Tuesday 7th September and the new Reception children will join us for 
the afternoon on Wednesday 8th before joining full time the next day. All children should enter through the 
main gates onto the school yard from 8:45am. 
 
The relaxation to rules and recent guidance from the government allows us to return to some ‘normality’ 
following the required separation between us all over the last two years. We will continue with some enhanced 
cleaning routines in school and children will be required to wash and/or sanitise their hands regularly. Strict 
bubbles will be removed and we will see the whole school begin to gather together as a whole shortly after 
we return. Children in each key stage will mix freely during playtimes and the whole school will share the 
outdoor space at lunchtimes. An updated Risk Assessment has been placed on the website. 
 
Pick up for children will also be from the main gate but will be slightly staggered with children in Class 1 & 2 
being dismissed from 3:25pm and juniors from 3:30pm. Infant children with junior siblings will be dismissed 
closer to 3:30pm to avoid double pick-ups. 
 
Breakfast & After School Clubs 
 
Breakfast Club will be available from 8am on Monday 13th September at a cost of £2.50 per day. This club 
will provide breakfast and an opportunity for children to socialise. 
 
After School Clubs will run 3:30-4:30pm from Thursday 8th September. These will be sport based with a coach 
for a specific age group. Other children will be catered for in school with a less active / quieter group. The 
after-school clubs will be subsidised and only cost £2. 
 
Spaces at Clubs MUST be pre-booked and paid for in advance. A booking text will be sent out during the first 
week of term.   
 
Equipment 
Wherever possible please send your child fully equipped for school with a pencil, blue ink pen (juniors only), 
rubber, ruler, coloured pencils and (the all important) glue stick. Items must be in a pencil case and everything 
labelled with your child’s name.  
 
Your child should bring a waterproof coat to school each day as they will go outside regardless of the weather. 

Living, loving and learning together, 

with our eyes focused on Jesus. 
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Uniform 
 
Children are expected to wear full uniform, including school shoes. Bags and water bottles can be purchased 
through school and no other bags should be seen in school as they are difficult to store in cloakroom areas. 
If your child cycles to school and a backpack is more appropriate please keep this as small as possible. Your 
assistance with this is greatly appreciated. 
 
As many of you, both children and adult, have found coming to school in PE kit on certain days extremely 
useful we will continue with children attending school in PE kit when it is PE day or when your child is at 
afterschool sports club. Please adhere to the PE uniform when doing so. You will be informed of your classes 
PE days once we return to school as we are waiting on swimming clarification. 
 
Birthdays 
 
When it is your child’s birthday they are free to wear non-uniform to mark the occasion. With relaxed rules 
we will be able to return to distributing cakes/sweets in school should you wish to. Please note that anything 
brought into school must be ready to distribute (cut and wrapped into individual portions) in order that your 
child can share it out.  
 
Donations 
 
You were very generous whilst we were unable to host coffee afternoons, fayres and events in school – thank 
you for donations of money, glue sticks, pencils, pens, plastic pockets and so on, they are all used and 
appreciated. On top of this ‘lost income’, the increased costs of Covid and decreased monies from the 
government have meant that our school is in severe financial difficulties. We have struggled to maintain 
staffing and buy necessary resources – from exercise books to subscriptions – that give your child the best 
experience we feel is possible and that your child deserves. Our building and grounds are in need of repair 
and maintenance. With this in mind I ask you to continue to support us, where possible please, with a regular 
donation of £2 a week via the School Gateway.  
 
We have been kindly gifted with new teaching computers to replace the ones in school that are reaching ten 
years old and are no longer fit for purpose. Our interactive boards are also failing us. We would like to see 
new interactive boards in all classrooms as this is technology that is reliable and speedy and will enhance 
learning for our children. Donations made to school would go towards purchasing a board for a classroom at 
a cost of approximately £1,800.  
 
Any help you give us is, as always, very much appreciated and I thank you in advance.  
 
Illness 
 
A reminder, and plea, to not send poorly children to school. 
 
If your child displays Covid-19 symptoms of high temperature, loss of taste or smell or a new, continuous 
cough take them for a PCR test and do not send them into school until the results have been received.  
 
If your child has sickness or diarrhoea they must have 48 clear hours from the last bout before returning to 
school.   
 
When entering the building, please continue to wear a face covering. By working together, we will keep 
everyone well. 
 
 
With best wishes for a lovely end to the summer holiday. 
 

Louise Keenan 
Head Teacher 


