
 
 

 

February 2022  
 
I cannot believe it is halfway through the term and that 
we are already in February! Although we are 
experiencing more disruption from covid than we ever 
have, it is tremendous to see how well our children 
are adapting, managing change and seamlessly rising 
to what is expected of them. This is the same for our 
staff too! As always, I feel an immense sense of pride 
being the Head Teacher of our wonderful school.  

Louise Keenan 

#Article 2 (Non-discrimination) 

#Article 3 (Best interests of the child) 
Communication 
As part of our aim to communicate better and to help 
keep you up to date with news and forthcoming 
events in school this monthly newsletter will be a 
regular e-mail. Paper copies will be available to 
collect from school. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week - (7th-13th February) 

Children’s Mental Health 
Week begins on 7th February. 
The theme of this year's 
Children’s Mental Health 
Week is Growing Together. 
We will be learning about how 
we can grow emotionally and 
finding ways to help each 

other grow. We will also discuss how challenges and 
setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and how 
trying new things can help us to move beyond our 
comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and 
potential.  
  
Safer Internet Day – 8th February 
As usual, we will be learning about Online Safety on 
Tuesday 8th February. The theme is ‘All fun and 
games? We will be exploring respect and 
relationships online’. Online Safety is part of our 
ongoing curriculum teaching and we do not focus on it 
just on this day.  Far from it!  
 
Federation Polar Day – 11th February 
The children from Year 2 at both, Our Lady Queen of 
Martyrs and St Joseph’s will join together at St 
Joseph’s to meet Abi Atkinson and learn all about her 
trek to the South Pole. They will have the opportunity 
to ask Abi questions about this exciting expedition 
and to try some of the equipment she took with her! 
 
International Book Giving 
Day - 14th February 
We are taking part this year 
because we realise that books 
allow people the chance to 

  
 

 
 
 
escape into a range of wonderful worlds. It can help 
our mental health and reading is vital to children’s 
education. We would like to invite each child to bring 
a book into school that they have read and are happy 
to give away. In return, they will have the opportunity 
to choose a book that has been brought in by another 
pupil. All we ask is that books are in good condition 
and include all their pages! If you would like to get 
involved yourself, you can visit the website for ideas. 
About – International Book Giving Day 2022 
 
Year Five and Six Residential Trip  
A two-night stay has been arranged with Wilderness 
Safari Camp in the Durham Dales. It offers a wide 
range of adventurous activities, and your children 
are sure to create memories they will treasure for  
years to come. All activities are run by a team of 
highly qualified and experienced outdoor 
practitioners. If your child is interested in going, 
please can you register their interest at the office 
as cost is dependent on numbers. As in the past a 
saving scheme will be set up in school to allow 
families to pay for the trip gradually. If you have 
any questions at all regarding this matter, please 
phone the school. 

 
Shrove Tuesday - 1st March 
Children will have the opportunity to purchase 

pancakes and Fairtrade toppings. 
All proceeds will be donated to 
CAFOD. As usual all donations 
should be made online. 
 Thank you. 
 

 
World Book Day – 3rd March 
Costumes at the ready!  
Come dressed as any 
character from a story. 
The theme for this 
World Book Day follows 
the message "You Are a 
Reader", celebrating 
that anyone from any 
background can be a reader. The World Book Day 
organisation will be providing gift vouchers to ensure 
that all children can have a book of their own.  
 
 

 

Living, loving and learning together 

with our eyes focused on Jesus.  
 



 
 

Reading Plus 
Our KS2 children, (years 3-6) are now using the 
Reading Plus program to help become better readers. 
Reading Plus helps children develop the skills they 
need to be skilled readers and lifelong learners. The 
children seem to love it so please encourage them to 
read at home. Through regular Reading Plus practise, 
reading will become easier, and comprehension will 
increase. The children can engage with Reading Plus 
outside of school on a computer or any tablet with 
internet access. Log in by clicking here. Our school 
code is: rpourla20  
 
Year of the Eucharist 
The Diocese has declared this year to be the Year of 

the Eucharist. The aim of 
the year is to deepen the 
children’s love and 
understanding of Jesus in 
the Mass and in the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
Each month we will 
celebrate a different theme 

and focus on a different part of the mass. In February, 
our focus is on The Word. I am attaching the Year of 
the Eucharist Prayer for you all to share as a family. 

 
Year Six SATs Boosters  
Miss Stafford will be starting these after half term 
please keep an eye out for a letter. These sessions 
give year 6 some extra small group tuition before 
SATs so that they feel happier and more prepared. 
More importantly they get juice and biscuits!  

 
Reminder: Names on uniform 
Please can you make sure that you write your child’s 
name on their uniform and belongings so that we can 
make sure they have the correct items. It really does 
help us to help you and your child find lost items. 
 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs PTA 
As some of you will be aware in the past our school 
has had a Friends of St Joseph’s group which helped 
with fundraising and activities for the children. 
However, since we have become an Academy this is 
no longer a viable option so a PTA (Parent Teacher 
Association) has now been established. All parents 
are invited to attend and be involved in any way they 
can. If you would like any further information or can 
help in any way, please speak to Terri Hosler. 
 
Rag Bag – Rags to Riches 
At Our Lady’s we have a 'Rag Bag' bin situated in the 
car park. This recycling scheme helps us to fundraise 
for our school as well as helping the environment as it 
encourages us all to recycle our unwanted clothing 
while helping others. Please help support this project 
and help raise money for the school at the same time! 

Parent View  
Remember, Parent View is always available for you to 
submit your views of our school. Visit:  
Welcome to Ofsted Parent View | Ofsted Parent View 
 
Parking Outside School 
Thank you to those considerate parents who 
responded to the text requesting no parking outside 
the school gates. We really appreciate your 
cooperation. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
I have added some key dates for the rest of the year 
in the hope that they give you some advanced 
warning. Please be aware that they may be subject to 
change and of course, more dates will be added as 
the diary fills. 
 
 
And Finally – Get Well soon Mrs Yates 
We continue to pray for and wish Mrs Yates well on 
her recovery. We cannot wait for her to return to 
school! 
 
REMEMBER TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TO 
SEE ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS YOUR 
CHILDREN DO DAILY. @OLQM_EshW 

 
Year of the Eucharist Prayer 

 
Lord Jesus, 

in your gift of yourself in the Eucharist 
You look at me as I look at you. 

Lord Jesus, in your gift of yourself in the 
Eucharist 

You receive me as I receive you. 
Fill me and nourish me that I may know your 

strength. 
Stay with me in my journey through the 

world. 
Help me to be the best that I can be. 

Blessed be the Holy Eucharist in which 
Christ’s sacrifice 

is offered and salvation won for all 
is given to me! 



 
 

This Month our Virtue to Live By is: Simplicity 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)  

 

Definition of Simplicity: By living simply you will come to know what really matters in your life 
and be less afraid of not having more and more things. When you live simply you don’t look out 
for the next thing to buy or follow. Little by little you realise that you don’t need that many things 
to live a happy life. Living simply gives you time to think of others, do good and care for 
creation. Living simply helps you put more trust in God. 

 
In our Liturgical prayer and house groups we will be talking and learning about: 

What really matters in life. 
How we can give our time to think of others. 
How we can do good and care for creation.  

How by living simply helps us to put more trust in God. 

 
 

I worked really hard at finding one more 

and one less using a number line. 

Freya  - Reception 

 

 

In Class 2 we read Bear Under The Stairs. 

I loved this story and writing my own 

stories about animals.  

Ellie - Year 2 

 

 

This week is Internet Safety Week. 

Please don’t talk to anyone you don’t know 

online. Always tell your mam and dad if 

someone you don’t know sends you 

messages. 

Perry - Year 5 

 

 

 

Looking for a good read? 

Connor in Year Six recommends: 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of 

Fire 
I strongly recommend this book to 

anyone who has previously watched or 

read another in the series, as I feel it 

is one of the best. JK Rowling’s writing 

style still thoroughly invests me even on 

my umpteen time reading this amazing 

book. Anyone who disliked Rowling’s 

first few books will love this one as the 

writing style is completely different. If 

ever you come across this book and feel 

like reading it, I guarantee you won’t 

forget it in a hurry. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Rubie, Ellie B, Emma, Freya A, 

Frankie Y6 and Alfie C 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Dates for this month & next STJ 
(May be subject to change) 

Feb 

7th-13th  Mental Health & Wellbeing Week 

8th  Safer Internet Day 

14th  Random Acts of Kindness Day and Book Giving Day 

18th  Break up for half term – 3:30pm 

28th  Return to school 8:45am 

28th Start of Fairtrade Fortnight 

March 

1st Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes for sale in school, 2 for minimum donation of £1.  
Proceeds to CAFOD, please pay online. 

2nd Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) – Children will attend a service in school 

3rd World Book Day – Costumes at the ready!  
Children can come dressed as their favourite character. Book tokens will be issued 
this week. 
Please remember children will still play outside & must have suitable shoes and a 
coat. 

3rd Little Rescuers First Aid sessions begin, Year 1 & 5 for 5 weeks, am session 

9th Ballet (Arts Explore Award) for Years 1 & 2 

11th Federation Polar Day for Year 2 

14th-18th Science Week, check out Twitter to find out what we get up to!    
@STJ_UshawMoor 

21st  Chicken Eggs delivered to Class 1 and 2 so they can see them hatch 

22nd Water Day as part of Sustainability Week 

25th  Non-Uniform for a bottle Hamper Prize e.g. Bottle, Tinned Food 

28th  Earth Hour Day 

April 

7th Holy Week Service 

8th  Easter Competition and Raffle  
Gala visit to see Northern Ballet perform Pinocchio – Classes 1 & 2  
Break up for Easter 

17th Easter Sunday 

25th  Children return to school 

May 
Throughout KS1 SATS 

9th- 13th KS2 SATS  

26th Break up for half term 

June 

7th Children return to School 

7th – 10th Phonics screening - Year 1 

13-17th  Residential Trip – 2 nights (dates to be confirmed) 
Throughout Multiplication check for Year 4 

July 

21st Break up for Summer Holiday 



 
 

 

Dates for this month & next OLQM 
(May be subject to change) 

Feb 

7th-13th  Mental Health & Wellbeing Week 

8th  
Safer Internet Day 
Inter House Sports Competition 

11th Federation Polar Day for Year 2 – at St Joseph’s 

14th  Random Acts of Kindness Day & Book Giving Day 

15th  Multi-skills festival for Years 1 & 2 

18th  Break up for half term – 3:30pm 

28th  Return to school 8:45am 

28th Start of Fairtrade Fortnight 

March 

1st Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes for sale in school, 2 for minimum donation of £1. 
Proceeds to CAFOD, please pay online. 

2nd Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) – Children will attend a service in school 

3rd World Book Day – Costumes at the ready! 
Children can come dressed as their favourite character. Book tokens will be 
issued this week.  Please remember children will still play outside & must have 
suitable shoes and a coat. 

3rd Little Rescuers First Aid sessions begin, Year 1 & 5 for 5 weeks, pm session 

8th Ballet (Arts Explore Award) for Years 1 & 2 

11th  Vision Screening R & Y1 

14th-18th Science Week, check out Twitter to find out what we get up to!    
@OLQM_EshW 

15th Playground leader Training for Year 5 begins 

17th March Local Elections – JB Room is a Polling Station 

21st March Chicken Eggs delivered to Class 1 and 2 so they can see them hatch 

22nd March Water Day as part of Sustainability Week 

25th March Non-Uniform for a bottle Hamper Prize e.g. Bottle, Tinned Food 

28th  Earth Hour Day 

29th  Inter House Sports Competition 

April 

5th Gala Dance Festival  

7th Holy Week Service 

8th Easter Competition and Raffle 
Gala visit to see Northern Ballet perform Pinocchio – Classes 1 & 2  
Break up for Easter 

17th Easter Sunday 

25th  Children return to school 

May 
Throughout KS1 SATS 

9th- 13th KS2 SATS  

26th Break up for half term 

June 

7th Children return to School 

7th – 10th Phonics screening - Year 1 

13-17th  Residential Trip – 2 nights (dates to be confirmed) 
Throughout Multiplication check for Year 4 

July 

21st Break up for Summer Holiday 


