
 
 

 

 

March 2022 
Well, we are now into the first month of spring and 
have warmly welcomed our children back after the 
half term. I hope you all had time to relax and spend 
time together as families as we are back with a bang 
and have a jam packed half term planned! As we 
move forward, with the relaxing of Covid restrictions, 
we hope to be able to offer more events in school so 
please look at everything we have planned over the 
next month and come along if possible.  
 
Our Safety Internet Day was eye-opening. We all 
learnt so much. If you are interested in learning more 
about on-line safety here are a few sites you may 
want to look at: 
www.internetmatters.org - Click here to get 
information about parental controls  
www.commonsensemedia.org - Click here for 
information on the games and apps your children 
might be playing.  
 
Finally, I would just like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for sending in such high-quality books for 
the book swap. The children were all very excited to 
get a book given to them by their friends! 

Louise Keenan 

#Article 2 (Non-discrimination) 

#Article 3 (Best interests of the child) 
 
Shrove Tuesday - 1st March 
On Tuesday the children will have the opportunity to 

purchase pancakes and Fairtrade 
toppings. Each child can buy up 
to 2 pancakes and all the 
proceeds will be donated to 
CAFOD. The pancakes will be 
priced at £1 for 2 pancakes.  

Please make all donations via the school gateway. 
Thank you. 
 
World Book Day – 3rd March 
Costumes at the ready!  Come dressed as any 
character from a story. We 
can’t wait to see which 
characters will be flooding 
our school. Face painting is 
allowed, but no jewellery, 
including earrings. If your 
child does not wish to 
transform themselves for the day however, they are 
not required to. The theme for this World Book Day 
follows the message "You Are a Reader", celebrating 
that anyone from any background can be a 
reader. The World Book Day organisation will be 
providing gift vouchers to ensure  
 

 
 

 
that all children can have a book of their own. A £1 
voluntary contribution would be gratefully received to 
help us purchase new reading books for the children.  
Please remember children will still play outside & 
must have suitable shoes and a coat. 
 
Lent & Ash Wednesday – 2nd March 
Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday and starts the 
Holy season of Lent. We will all be going to having a 
school liturgy to 
celebrate this Holy Day 
as a school 
community. During 
Lent, we try to follow 
three things: Prayer, 
Fasting and 
Almsgiving. During the 
next 6 weeks we will 
once again start 
collecting food for the 
foodbanks (the 
children call this Tinny 
Tuesday), we will also 
collect 1p, 2p and 5p 
pieces for the 5p 
cross. This money will go to the charity Feeding 
Families which is based in the North-East. I am 
attaching a link to the charity for your information. 
About Us - Feeding Families 
 

Fairtrade Fortnight  
During Fairtrade Fortnight we will once 
again be learning where our food comes 
from and how these people who grow our 
food and drinks, or make our clothes and belongings 
are often exploited and underpaid. Through learning 
about how we are all connected through the things we 
eat, drink and wear, our children are more equipped 
with the knowledge and skills to shape a more 
compassionate and sustainable world. This year the 
focus is climate justice and how those who are 
affected by climate the most are the poorest people.  
 
Little Rescuers First Aid - Year 1 & 5  
Our Year 5 and Year 1 children will begin a five-week 
first aid course this month. Little Rescuers teaches 
children the life-saving skills of first aid, taught in a fun 
and engaging way, through games, music and 
teamwork. It is fantastic and a life skill we should all 
know. 
 
First Holy Communion – Y4 
An e-mail has been sent out regarding 
First Holy Communion for our Year 4 
children. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with the school or Fr David. 

 

Living, loving and learning together 

with our eyes focused on Jesus.  
 



 
 

Science Week 14th-18th March 
We will all be super 
scientists during this 
week and engaging 
in some fantastic 
science activities. 
The theme for this 
year is ‘Growth’ and we will be looking at all sorts of 
growth. Check out Twitter to find out what we get up 
to! @OLQM_EshW  
 
World Water Day 22nd March 

We will be having a school assembly 
led by the Eco-group to help us learn 
about the importance of water, how 
we can conserve it and how we can 
help those who do not have access 

to safe and clean water. 
 
Earth Hour & Durham Big Spring Clean Litter Pick 
28th March 
Earth Hour is a yearly event where for one hour 
everyone is encouraged to turns off all their electrical 
items. It is hoped that this will help climate change 
and make people think about the issues affecting the 
planet. During this hour, we will be going outside into 
the local community to litter pick as March is also the 
month of Durham County Council’s Big Spring Clean. 
We will need volunteers to help so if you could show 
your support, it would be greatly appreciated. Please 
leave your name with the office if you can help. 
 
SATS & Tables testing 
This year the government have confirmed that the 
SATs for Y2 and Y6 and Multiplication testing of year 
4 will take place. We understand the challenge that 
this is going to be for our children given the huge 
disruption and loss of education they have had to deal 
with over the past 2½ years. Nevertheless, we have 
been moving forward to ensure both year groups are 
as well prepared as they can possibly be. To help you 
support your children through this process, we will be 
hosting a parent information session on Friday 18th 
March – 9.00am at St Joseph’s and 2.30pm at OLQM.  
 
Staffing 
 Mrs Curtis, who is the deputy at St Joseph’s, will 
temporarily work across the Federation as Deputy 
Head Teacher until Mrs Yates is well enough to return 
to school. 
 
We also welcome Mrs Porritt who will be joining us to 
work as a HLTA and she will work across the school.  
 
 
 
 
 
Year of the Eucharist 
The Diocese has declared this year to be the Year of 
the Eucharist. The aim of the year is to deepen the 

children’s love and understanding of Jesus in the 
Mass and in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Each 
month we will celebrate a different theme and focus 
on a different part of the mass. In March, our focus is 

on The Creed 
 
Reading & Phonics 
We consider reading to 
be one of the most 
important skills that our 
children learn; it is the 
key that affects all areas 
of your child’s learning 

and development. Reading starts with phonics. If your 
child is in Class 1 or 2 come along to Phonics for 
Parents to gain a deeper understanding of Phonics 
and how to help your child learn to read. This will take 
place on Monday 21st March at 2.30pm at St Joseph’s 
and 9.00am at OLQM. Please feel free to attend any 
time.  
 
We listen to your children read in school and have 
also invested in Reading Plus for our older children 
but we are asking for your support in ensuring your 
child reads for 10 minutes a day at home, to maximise 
their reading progress! It’s great if you read to them 
for 10 minutes, too. Reading each day really makes a 
difference on developing your child’s vocabulary, their 
fluency as well as helping them with ideas in their 
writing tasks. For our pupils in Reception, Year 1 & 
Year 2, it is vital that your child brings their reading 
book and reading record to school every day as staff 
will read frequently on a 1:1 basis with your child and 
record in their reading record any words or sounds 
they are struggling with so you can help them at 
home. We ask parents to sign and date when you 
hear your child read at home and make a positive 
comment. 
 
Parking Around School/School Car Park  
We appreciate your continued support in all aspects 
of school life and we ask that you not park on the zig 
zag lines, across the school gates or pavements. The 
lines are there for the safety of all the children, and 
we request that they are not parked upon at any time. 
This also applies to the school car park as there has 
been an increase of people driving in.  Please do not 
do this as the car park is our only access. Let’s work 
together to keep our children safe! 
 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs PTA 
The PTA (Parent Teacher Association) helps with 
fundraising and activities for our children. All parents 
are invited to attend and be involved in any way they 
can. If you would like any further information or can 
help in any way, please speak to Terri Hosler. 
 
 
School Lunch Price Increase & Menu Choice 
From 4th April 2022 the price of school lunches will 
increase to £2.20 a day. Please can you sit with your 



 
 

This Month our Virtue to Live By is: Charity 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you." (John 15:9)   

 
Definition of Charity: Charity is love, a virtue through which we love God above all else and we love 
our neighbour as we love ourselves. You accept someone as they are, you care for them, and care 
what happens to them. You always think about the other person rather than thinking about yourself. 
When you love you put into practice the “golden rule”, to treat others with the respect and kindness 
that you want for yourself. You show love for people you do not know by simple acts of kindness and 
by wanting the best for them. 

 
In our Liturgical prayer and house groups we will be talking and learning about: 

I show my love for God through my loving concern for everyone, especially those in need of 
my help.  

I treat others with the respect and kindness that I would want for myself. 

 
 

I’ve made some new friends at Our Lady 

Queen of Martyrs and I love the food. 

                                        Derwyne Y6 

We are enjoying learning to play the 

flute. Some of the notes are tricky. 

                                Heidi and Phoebe Y4 

We have been reading Alice in 

Wonderland. We wrote our own version 

of falling down the rabbit hole and how 

to extend sentences to make them more 

interesting. 

              Lexie, Isabelle, Lola and Isla Y3 

  

 

Looking for a good read? 
 

Rubie in Y4 recommends: 
Dork Diaries by Rachel Renee Russell. 

 
It’s about Mackenzie who has stolen 

Nikki’s diary. It’s a fun book and keeps 
you interested right to the very end. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Annie Storey 

Lyla Storey 

Isla Farrier 

Arthur Roberts 

Harrison Hall 

Ella Brown 

Penny Dodds 

Cian McGurk 

Freddie Kent 
 

               

 

child and help them choose from the menu so that 
your money and the meals are not wasted. 
 
REMEMBER TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TO 
SEE ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS YOUR 
CHILDREN DO DAILY@OLQM_EshW 
 
Upcoming Dates 
I have added some key dates for the rest of the year 
in the hope that they give you some advanced 
warning. Please be aware that they may be subject to 
change and of course, more dates will be added as 
the diary fills. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for this month  
(May be subject to change) 

Feb 

28th  Return to school 8:45am 

28th Start of Fairtrade Fortnight 

March 

1st Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes for sale in school, 2 for minimum donation of £1. 
Proceeds to CAFOD, please pay via the school gateway. 

2nd Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) – Children will attend a service in school 

3rd World Book Day – Costumes at the ready! 
Children can come dressed as their favourite character. Book tokens will be 
issued this week.  Please remember children will still play outside & must have 
suitable shoes and a coat. 

9th  Infant Agility for Reception and Year 1  

10th Little Rescuers First Aid sessions begin, Year 1 & 5 for 5 weeks, pm session 

11th Vision Screening - R & Y1 

14th-18th Science Week, check out Twitter to find out what we get up to!    
@OLQM_EshW 

15th Playground leader Training for Year 5 begins 

18th March SATS & Testing information for parents meeting 9.00am at St Joseph’s and 
2.30pm at OLQM. Please feel free to attend either session. 

21st March Chicken Eggs delivered to Class 1 and 2 so they can see them hatch 

21st March Phonics information session for parents - 2.30pm at St Joseph’s and 9.00am at 
OLQM. Please feel free to attend any session 

22nd March Water Day as part of Sustainability Week 

25th March Non-Uniform for a Hamper Prize e.g. Bottle, Tinned Food, Chocolate Egg etc 

28th  Earth Hour Day & Durham Big Spring Clean – Litter Pick 

29th  Inter House Sports Competition 

April 

5th Gala Dance Festival  

6th Ballet with Northern Ballet  for  Years 1 & 2 

8th Holy Week Service 

8th Easter Competition and Raffle 
Gala visit to see Northern Ballet perform Pinocchio – Classes 1 & 2  
Break up for Easter 

17th Easter Sunday 

25th  Children return to school 

May 
Throughout KS1 SATS 

9th- 13th KS2 SATS  

26th Break up for half term 

June 

7th Children return to School 

7th – 10th Phonics screening - Year 1 

13-17th  Residential Trip – 2 nights (dates to be confirmed) 
Throughout Multiplication check for Year 4 

July 

21st Break up for Summer Holiday 



 
 

 

 


