
 
 

 

July 2022 
 
I can’t believe we are into the last month of the school 
year! Don’t worry though it is filled with exciting things 
for the children to learn and do. 

 
The Queen’s Jubilee really was a 
wonderful celebration. Our street party 
lunch was 
such a 
happy and 

joyful occasion, and we 
finished the day with a 
procession of our 
crowns to all the parents 
who attended. We sang, 
played and celebrated our queen. A wonderful day I’m 

sure you’ll all agree! A 
massive thank you to our 
PTA who dedicated their 
time and expertise to 
make it the successful 
event it was. 
 
The residential trip to the 

Wilderness Safari camp in the Durham Dales was 
amazing and the children thoroughly enjoyed their 
time there. Camping, boating and river gorge walking 
were just a few of the things the children experienced. 
They proved themselves to be resilient, resourceful 
and possessing a sense of adventure as well as fun.  
 
All our children enjoyed move up day. It gave the 
pupils time to get to know a little more about their new 
classroom, routines and teacher prior to September 
and will hopefully make transition easier for them. 
 
Thank you for the help, donations and support you 
have shown over the last year. We are lucky to have 
such wonderful families and children.  

Louise Keenan 
#Article 2 (Non-discrimination) 

#Article 3 (Best interests of the child) 
 
 
Goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 
It is that time of year when we say goodbye to our 
fantastic Year 6 children. They have been amazing 
from their first day with us to their last. They have 
thrived, matured and grown up in the blink of an eye. 
They have laughed, cried, joked, sang, danced, 
learned thousands of things but most importantly 
lived, loved and learned together! We are sorry to see 
them go but know that they will go on to achieve even 
more amazing things but they will always be a part of 
the St Joseph family! 
 

 
 
 

Sun Safety 
As the weather is improving, please 
remember to send in a sunhat or school 
cap with your child. Sun cream must be 

applied before school so that it is only top-ups during 
the day and some is available to all pupils. If you 
would like your child to put on sun cream in school, 
please send it in with their name on. We are very 
proud that we have once again been accredited a Sun 
Safe School.   
 
Staffing News 
It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to Mrs 
Smith at the end of the term. She had been a stalwart 
at the school for many years and prior to this 
volunteered for many years as a daily reader. All in all 
she has been coming to our school forever! I know I 
speak for many when I say it is the end of an era and 
know that she will be deeply missed by many of our 
families, all the staff and all the pupils. Thank you, 
Mrs Smith, for everything you have done for us. We 
do not know how we will replace you but wish you a 
wonderful, happy and restful retirement because you 
have definitely earned it! 
 
Parent’s consultation – 1st July 
On Friday the 1st of July we held a parent consultation 
meeting to discuss our Relationship and Sex 
Education programme - Life to the Full. This 
programme is based on the structure of ‘A Model 
Catholic RSE Curriculum’ by the Catholic Education 
Service. The sessions at each school went very well 
with the discussions between parents being 
interesting and informative for both parents and 
school. We will re-run these sessions in the Autumn 
Term and encourage you to come along. We are here 
to support you with your child’s learning. 
 
Sports Day – 6th July 
If the weather continues to bless us, Sports Day 
should be able to go ahead on Wednesday 6th July. 
As always however, if we have any rain or the grass 
is too wet, the event will have to be cancelled.  
 
On the day please ensure that your child comes to 
school in their PE Kit – White t-shirt and blue shorts 
(no football shirts), has a water bottle and sun cream. 
The event will start at 1.30pm so we would like 
parents to attend from 1.20pm. Mrs Bowron will open 
the school gates and will direct all parents to the 
school field. Children will rotate around doing various 
races and showing you their skills! 
 
 

 

Living, loving and learning together 

with our eyes focused on Jesus.  
 



 
 

Non-Uniform Day for a bottle – 8th July 
We will be having a non-uniform day on Friday 8th 
July in preparation for the Summer Fayre on 
Wednesday 20th July. To help with the preparation for 
our summer fayre, we would appreciate a donation of 
bottles for the bottle stall in exchange for non-uniform 
on 8th July. Thank you in advance! 
 
Violin concert - 18th July  
Our musicians will perform to the some of the younger 
classes and their families on Monday 18th July 
1.30pm. Due to numbers only the parents of our violin 
children will be able to attend. If you are attending can 
you arrive for 1.25pm please. 
 
End of year & Leavers’ Mass – 19th July  
Our whole school Leavers’ Mass is able to go ahead 
this year. It has been a great miss to us all. Please 
join us for Mass at 9.15a.m. on the 19th July. This 
Mass is one of the highlights of our school year so 
hopefully you’ll be able to attend.  
 
The parents of our 6 children will then be welcomed 
into school for tea and coffee and to watch a short 
presentation. Tissues at the ready! 
  
Family Picnic & Summer Fayre – 20th July 
It is with great pleasure that we will be able to hold 
our annual family picnic and summer fayre on 20th 
July. Grab your blanket and bring some food to enjoy 
with your family on the field! 
 
On the day of the picnic/fayre, children can be 
collected from school at 2pm. We are hoping that the 
fayre will be able to take place outside of school 
therefore, children can be collected from the main 
gates. Year Six will already be on the yard as they will 
be helping on stalls or events. Please be sure to 
inform school if your child will be collected by another 
family otherwise they will not be permitted to leave 
school. Any children who are not collected early will 
remain in class. Once the fayre has begun, they will 
have the opportunity to visit the stalls with a member 
of staff so please send them with money. We look 
forward to a lovely day with good weather…please 
keep your fingers crossed! 
 
More volunteers would be greatly appreciated. If you 
are happy to help out with the organisation of the 
fayre, please contact the PTA.  
 
School Uniform 
Orders for new uniform can be placed via Tots 2 
Teams. Please be aware that our uniform policy 
(including the requirement for black school shoes) will 
be enforced in September. Additionally, we will revert 
to getting changed for PE in school and will no longer 
wear PE kit to school.  
 
Earrings 
Please can I remind everyone that wearing jewellery 

(including earrings) is not part of our school uniform 
policy. If you would like your child to have their ears 
pierced please do this early in the six weeks holidays 
so that their ears will be healed by autumn term. 
Earrings MUST be removed for school. Many thanks 
for your cooperation and support in this area.  
 
Year of the Eucharist  
The Diocese has declared this year to be the Year of 
the Eucharist. The aim of the year is to deepen the 
children’s love and understanding of Jesus in the 
Mass and in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Each 
month we will celebrate a different theme and focus 
on a different part of the mass. In July, our focus is on 
The Our Father & Communion Rite. 
 
School Books  
Please could you check to make sure all reading 
books belonging to school have been returned and if 
not, please return them to school by the end of the 
academic year. They are a considerable cost to the 
school and when we do not have a full set, they 
cannot be used with wider groups of children. 
 
Reading 
Please continue to read daily with your child and 
encourage your older children to engage with reading 
plus. The benefits of reading with your child cannot be 
overstated. 
 
Safeguarding 
To view our Safeguarding Policies, please visit our 
website. If you would like any further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Upcoming Dates & 2022/23 Term Dates 
I have added some key dates for the rest of the year 
in the hope that they give you some advanced 
warning. Please be aware that they may be subject to 
change and of course, more dates may be added as 
the diary fills. 
 
Breakfast and After School Clubs   
To help with the smooth running of our breakfast and 
after school clubs it is imperative that these places be 
booked and paid for in advance through the school 
gateway. We cannot always guarantee places on an 
ad hoc basis as we are restricted to numbers. To 
avoid disappointment please ensure you book in 
advance. There will be no afterschool clubs on 
Wednesday the 20th and Thursday 21st July  
 
REMEMBER TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TO 
SEE ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS YOUR 
CHILDREN DO DAILY @ STJ_UshawMoor 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to all our July and 
August Birthdays. God’s blessings 
on you: 
  
Bella-Rose           Kendal  
 
Kayden                 Kenzi  
 
Emily                    Olivia W 
 
Amelia                  Sophie 
 
Annalise               John  
 
Lucas                   Apollo  
 
Jessica                Cailan  
 
Lillie-Mae             Harvey  
 
Simon                  Kasper-Thomas  
  
Joseph W            Mollie  
 
Imogen J             Lucas 

 
 
 
 

Leavers’ Memories and Meanderings 
 

I really enjoyed my time at St Joseph’s everyone was very kind and 
welcoming when I first joined - Lucas I 

 
I have been here since day one but my proudest and favourite 

memory at St Joseph’s is when I jumped off a cliff into a river – Jen 
 

When I first started here in Reception I was nervous but the 
teachers were always there for me and made me feel welcome. My 
favourite memory here was the colour run and how our faces and 

clothes were all really colourful! I have loved it here – Fallon 
 

I have loved my short time at St Joseph’s. My favourite thing was 
the residential trip it was so fun. My other favourite thing is the 

teachers – Sophie 
 

I have really enjoyed all my time at St Joseph’s but my favourite 
memory was going on the residential trip this year. It was amazing. 

– Harry 
 

I love and will miss St Joseph’s. My favourite memory was when 
we went on the residential trip because it was fun. My time here 

has been amazing! – Ruby 
 

My memory is when I jumped off the high cliff into a river when we 
went to the residential as a class. I love St Joseph’s. – Harvey 

 
I have loved my time at this school and made so many friends. My 
favourite memory was the residential trip with all my friends. I want 

to do it all again! – Tilly 
 

I have loved my time here at St Joseph’s. My favourite memory 
was the colour run it was the best. Also the teachers are so kind. – 

Lexie 
 

I’ve enjoyed everything but the two day residential was amazing 
and my favourite memory. Lucas M 

 
I loved my time here. My favourite memory was the residential and 

jumping into the river. – Noah 
 

I loved my time at St. Joseph’s and my favourite memory is when 
we went on the residential and went gorge walking. – Sam 

 
A note from Miss Whitfield – Wow, what a class! I began my 

teaching career with this amazing group of children in Reception 
and it has been an absolute pleasure to watch them grow and 

thrive throughout their years here. I was there at the beginning and 
end of their primary school journey and I wish them every bit of 

success and happiness in the future.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for this month  - STJ 
(May be subject to change) 

July 

1st  Parents Consultation for RSE 9.15am @ STJ 2.30@OLQM 

4th  Class 4 rounders 

6th  Sports Day Afternoon 1.20pm for a 1.30pm start (Weather permitting) 

7th  St Leonard’s Information session  

8th  Non-Uniform for a bottle 

13th Art Awards Day at Ushaw College – Class 4 

14th  Intake Day to St Leonards – Year 6s 

18th Violin concert 1.30pm – parents of those who play violin welcome to attend 

19th  End of Year and Leavers Mass  

20th Summer Fayre & Family Picnic – 2pm-3.20pm  

21st  Break Up for summer term  

25th-27th  St Leonard’s Summer School 

September 

Tuesday 6th  Year 1 to 6 Return to School 8:55am 

Weds 7  New Reception Start School 


