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Dear Parents, Carers and Children of St Joseph’s                                                                       20 July 2022 
 

End of the Academic Year 2021-22 
 
We have come to end of the school year with beautiful weather and fantastic events that mark the end of the St 

Joseph’s journey for year 6 and Mrs Smith. We wave year 6 off knowing that they are ready to fly on to new 

destinations and we wish them well. I know that Mrs Smith’s retirement will have an impact on so many of you as she 

has been a wonderful presence at St Joseph’s for so many years. We will all miss her greatly.  

What was supposed to be a ‘normal’ school year has continued to be besieged by unexpected occurrences to try to 

knock us off track – staff and pupil absences, new red tape, snow, sun and of course Covid itself. However, you and 

the children have remained optimistic and persistent and we have got through with learning completed and wonderful 

memories to cherish – Christmas performances, a PTA set up, dress up days, jubilee celebrations, trips to the 

farm/museum/theatre (oh yes we did!) and of course the regularity of the school day. 

As always it has been an absolute honour and privilege to have worked with you as families and especially your children 

this year. They have grown and flourished in so many ways.  

It would be easy to forget that the children in Classes 1 and 2 have never had a full year of school before this one. 

Those in class 3 were only in Reception and year 1 when they experienced it and it is unlikely they remember very 

much of it. The children in year 5 would only have been in year 2 whilst year 6 would have at least experienced a year 

in the juniors as year 3 children. The progress and gains they have made since this time should be recognised and 

celebrated. Well done to all our children! 

Thank you to you, as parents and carers, for helping us to do our job. The staff have been amazing again this year, 

working under difficult circumstances and doing everything possible to ensure as little disruption as possible is felt by 

our children. However, we couldn’t do it without you. Your support in terms of encouragement for your children, 

keeping their school life positive, reading with them, showing up at events, and for us in terms of understanding we 

do things with your child’s best interest at heart, fundraising (both for school and charity), setting up a PTA, supporting 

events, sending in biscuits for the staff room - it is all absolutely amazing! I am truly grateful. Thank you. 

Last summer I asked that you continued to support your child with the love and consistency that they need to 

understand what the previous two years had thrown at them. It’s still not over. Your children have dealt with a lot this 

last year, different staff and changes to routines being two main ones, so I ask that you do the same this summer – 

talk with your child, read with them, laugh and play together. They need it. And so do you. 

Wishing you a summer filled with sun, laughter and happiness. 

God Bless, 

Mrs Louise Keenan       
Head Teacher               

Living, loving and learning together, 

with our eyes focused on Jesus. 
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