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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Durham Road 
Ushaw Moor 

Durham 
DH7 7LF 

 
Telephone: 0191-3730355 

E-mail: ushawmoorstjoseph@durhamlearning.net  
Website: www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk  

 
Head Teacher: Mrs Louise Keenan 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Christine Coxon 
 

Our school is proud to be Federated with  
 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Catholic Primary School 
Durham Road 
Esh Winning 

Durham 
DH7 9PA 

Telephone: 0191-3734343 
Website: www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk 

 
And equally as proud to be a member of  

Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust  
Website: www.bwcet.com 

 

mailto:ushawmoorstjoseph@durhamlearning.net
http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/
http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.bwcet.com
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Our Mission Statement 

Rooted in a firm understanding in the love 

of God, our aim is that each child who 

leaves our schools will be a caring, 

confident and accomplished member of the 

community; with a desire to continue to 

flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Living, loving and learning together,  

with our eyes focused on Jesus.’ 
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Dear Parents and Care Givers, 

 

Welcome to St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School.  Undoubtedly, some of you are 

new to the school, perhaps even new to the area, whilst others are familiar with the 

school and its aims.  I would, therefore, like to extend a welcome to you all, old friends 

and new.  I trust that you and your child will enjoy a long and happy association with us. 

 

The education of your child is as important to us as it is to you. You are your child’s 

main educators, and have been since they were born; we are here to help you with this 

complex process. Co-operation between home and school is vital if we are to try and 

maximise the potential of every child in our care.  At the start of term, some children take 

a short while to acclimatise to the new environment and routines which are required of 

them.  New entrants to the school sometimes take a little while to adjust to the routine 

of school.  If at any time you have any query or worry, please feel free to contact the 

school for help or advice. 

 

I trust you will find the information in this booklet useful and that you will feel able to 

give your valuable support to the school.  I look forward to meeting you on many 

occasions in the coming years. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Louise Keenan 

Head Teacher 

 

‘Living, loving and learning together, with our eyes focused on Jesus.’
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The School Day 

Children are supervised in school from 8:45am when the gate opens. Please 

supervise your child until this time and do not allow them to enter or cross the car 

park unsupervised. Only children are permitted past the school gate onto the yard. 

It is important your child is in school on time, ready to start their learning with us. 

KS1  KS2 

8:55am – 12:05pm  8:55am – 12:20pm 

1:15pm – 3:25pm  1:15pm – 3:30pm 

 

Travel to School 

It is hoped that your child is able to walk or cycle to and from 

school each day, initially with you and then independently as 

they mature.  

We have a bike rack at school for those children who wish to 

arrive by scooter or bicycle. Please ensure all bikes/scooters 

are secured as school cannot be held responsible for loss or 

damage. Cycle helmets should be worn when travelling and 

may be brought inside the building. 

Children arriving by car, van etc must still be brought into school by a responsible person. Please park safely 

and consider our neighbours when doing so. Parental vehicles must not enter the school car park or block 

school entrances or that of private residences in the immediate vicinity.  The School Car Park is for staff, 

deliveries and official visitors ONLY. Please do not drive through the gates to drop children off or turn around 

in the gateway or car park. Access is required at all times, never block the gates or park on school markings. 

All of this causes uncertainty for children crossing the car park to enter school and could result in an injury. 

Your child’s safety is paramount.  

The Governors of The Federation of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Esh Winning, & St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor, 

Catholic Primary Schools cannot accept responsibility for damage or loss of any vehicles in the car park, 

however caused. 
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School Term Dates & Absences from School 

 Open for teaching 
Last day of 

teaching 
Half Term Open for teaching 

Last day of 
teaching 

Autumn 
Term 

Tuesday                 
6 September 2022 

Friday                  
21 October  

24– 28 October 
Monday                 

31 October 
Thursday 22 
December 

Spring 
Term 

Wednesday 11 
January 2023 

Friday                  
17 February 

20 – 24 February 
Monday              

27 February 
Friday                     

31 March 

Summer 
Term 

Monday              
17 April 2023 

Friday             
 26 May 

29 May – 2 June 
Monday                 
5 June  

Friday                     
21 July 2023 

 

The school year is divided into three terms; Autumn, Spring and Summer with a half term break of a week 

mid-way through. If you are planning a trip or holiday it is important that you consider these dates as children 

will not be permitted to take holidays within term time. Any child taking a holiday, or suspected holiday, will 

be marked as ‘unauthorised’ and you may be liable for a fine. 

The law is very clear about absence from school – all absences MUST be covered by a letter of explanation. 

If there is no note the absence counts as unauthorised and has to be officially recorded. We are very grateful 

for your co-operation in this matter. If your child has a medical or dental appointment, please bring the 

appointment card or letter into school to be copied and a medical mark will be given.  

There are, of course, exceptional times when children may be absent from school. In order to request a leave 

of absence for an exceptional circumstance please contact the school office or see the school website 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/parents/holidays/  

 

Surely 1 or 2 days or being a little late doesn’t really matter, does it? 

If your child misses… That equals… Which is… 
And over 13 years of 

schooling that’s… 

10 mins per day 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1½ years 

1 day a week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2½ years 

2 days a week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years 

3 days a week 170 days per year 24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years 

Yes – your child’s attendance at school every day, on time, really matters! 

 

 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/parents/holidays/
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School Uniform 

School uniform helps us to identify us as part of the family of St Joseph’s, it unites us and helps to remove 

inequality. Below is a summary of the uniform and should be read in conjunction with the full policy available 

online.  

Item Colour Notes 

Trousers 
Skirts 

Pinafores Shorts 
Culottes 

GREY 
No leggings 

 
Not black 

Jumper  Cardigan 
 

ROYAL BLUE 
 

Preferably with school badge 

Polo shirt 
Shirt 

Blouse 

 
YELLOW - GOLD 

 
Tucked in with buttons fastened 

Socks Tights 
WHITE 

YELLOW 
GREY 

BLACK 
 

Shoes 
 

BLACK 
(Blue) 

No trainers  

Hair Bobbles / Bands 
 

BLUE, YELLOW, WHITE, BLACK 
 

Minimal size 

Summer School Dresses 
 

YELLOW / BLUE & WHITE 
 

 

PE T-Shirt 
 

WHITE 
 

Round neck 
Preferably with school badge 

PE Shorts  
 

NAVY 
 

 

PE Shoes 
 

ANY 
 

Trainers or  
Plimsolls for younger children 

PE Joggers 
(Optional) 

 
NAVY, GREY 

 
Jogging trousers, not leggings 

PE Fleece 
(Optional) 

 
ROYAL BLUE 

 
Fleece with school badge 

Other points to note about our uniform: 

ALL items of clothing must be clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

No extreme haircuts or colours. No shapes shaved into hair or eyebrows. 

School operates a NO JEWELLERY policy for safety reasons. This includes ear-rings. 
Long hair and fringes must be tied back for lessons. 

If you have financial difficulties purchasing uniform please contact the school office in confidence. 
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School Lunches & Snacks 

Lunches at St Joseph’s will be provided by BWCET from September 2022. All meals 

are well balanced and nutritious. The menu will be changed at intervals throughout 

the year.   

Meals cost £2.40 per day, £12.00 per week and must be paid for in advance through School Gateway. They 

may be paid weekly, monthly or termly.  

All children in KS1 currently receive a subsidised lunch. 

St Joseph’s has achieved the Healthy School Award and we work very hard to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Packed lunches that include foods that are high in sugar and salt are actively discouraged. Children are not 

permitted to bring sweets, chocolate bars or fizzy drinks as part of their lunch or for a snack.  

Children may not alternate between packed lunch and school lunches. If a change from one to the other is 

required, 1 weeks notice is to be given to the school office. 

 

Children in KS1 are given a piece of fruit mid-morning as a snack. This is a government 

initiative. Children are permitted to bring their own (additional) snack however it must 

be a piece of fruit. 

 

Water Bottles 

Fresh water is available freely available in school. All children are given a water bottle in 

their house colour when they start school. This should be brought to school each day filled 

with fresh water (for younger children you may prefer to half fill the bottle as it can be 

heavy). Each night your child should bring their bottle home for cleaning and re-filling. 

Please, do not put full water bottles in bags with school books – the books are expensive and water bottles 

leak from time to time! 

 

Medicines in School 

If your child needs to finish a course of medicine prescribed by a doctor, please 

complete the form available from the school office. 

 All medicines must be clearly labelled with the child’s named, medicine dosage, 

be in their original packaging and be prescribed by a doctor or pharmacist.  

All medicines are stored safely in school and must be collected by an adult at the 

end of the school day. 
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Valuables in School 

Children often like to bring things into school to share with their friends and teachers. We strongly 

discourage children bringing such items into school, especially when they are of sentimental or monetary 

value as they may be damaged or broken.  

School Charging 

In order to offer a broad and balanced curriculum to all pupils, occasions arise where educational visits and 

activities are both necessary and desirable. These are activities which take place within the school day. The 

funding required for these activities can be raised from either of the following sources: 

a) Voluntary contributions from the parents of the pupils participating in the visit/activity 

b) The PTA fund maintained by fund-raising activities and run by the PTA committee 

Generally, the school uses a combination from both sources. The school accepts that when voluntary 

contributions are requested there is no obligation to contribute. Some visits or activities may become 

financially unavailable and will not take place if there is a lack of voluntary support. 

 

Admissions 

We seek to establish good relationships with parents and children before their 

admission to school. New children will have preparatory visits to their classrooms and, 

where possible, meet their new teacher in advance of starting school. 

 

St Joseph’s is a Catholic school which serves the parish of St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor. The 

Governors, who are the admitting authority, aim to provide a Catholic education for every 

Catholic pupil in the school.  
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Classrooms and Members of Staff 

St Joseph’s is a small school and as such operates mixed age classrooms accommodating 

children of different ages. Each class has a dedicated teaching staff. 

 

 

Class 
 

Year Group Teacher 

 
Class 1 

 
Reception & Year 1 Miss Shemmings 

 
Class 2 

 
Year 2 Mrs Mitchell 

 
Class 3 

 
Year 3 & 4 Mrs Curtis & Mrs Fiddes 

 
Class 4 

 
Year 5 & 6 Miss Whitfield 

Children, and staff, across the school are supported by teaching assistants. They work with whichever class, 

child or teacher requires their support and at the placement of the head teacher. 

 
High Level Teaching Assistants 

 

Mrs Dunn 
Mrs Reeve 

 
Teaching Assistants 

 

Mrs Davies 
Mrs Riddles 
Mrs Smith 

 

The school’s Senior Leadership team is managed and led by an Executive Head Teacher who also works at 

our sister school within our Federation, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in Esh Winning. The head teacher may 

be contacted at either school and welcomes parents to do so.  

 
Executive Head Teacher 

 
Mrs Keenan 

 
Deputy Head Teacher 

 
Mrs Curtis 

 

Within the school office are a School Business Manager and a School Administrator, both of whom work 

across our Federation. 

 
School Business Manager 

 

Mrs Bowron 
(Based at St Joseph’s) 
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School Administrator 

 

Miss McKenna 
(Based at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs) 

 

We are also supported by: 

 
Caretaker 

 
Mr Bennett 

 
Cleaner 

 
Mrs Jackson 

 
Lunchtime Supervisors 

 
Mrs Robinson 

 
Cook 

 
Mrs Jackson 

Kitchen Assistant Mrs Leighton 

 

Organisation of the School Curriculum 

Teaching methods include individual work, group work and whole class teaching as appropriate to the 

activity, subject and the child’s level of development. We seek to provide all pupils with a broad, balanced 

and relevant curriculum, differentiated to each child’s needs. All teachers will deliver the curriculum 

subjects: English, Maths, Science, RHE (Relationships and Health Education), Computing, Humanities (History 

and Geography), PE (Physical Education), Music, DT (Design and Technology), Modern Foreign Languages 

(we teach French) and Art in accordance with the National Curriculum Requirements. RE (Religious 

Education) is taught in accordance with the Bishops’ Conference. 

The National Curriculum is described in 

terms of separate subjects by the published 

documentation. Whilst the National 

Curriculum is being taught throughout the 

school, the subjects may not be taught as 

separate items. During the course of the 

school year pupils will cover the full range of 

subjects within the National Curriculum, 

though at different stages of the year there 

may be a different emphasis (and therefore 

time) allocated to each curriculum area. 
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Our curriculum has been carefully crafted over time and follows a two-year cycle. This ensures full curriculum 

coverage for our children. It is based on Catholic Virtues and has a cultural over-arch of culture. One year we 

focus on Our Mining Heritage and the following year Culturally Diverse Britain. 

Further details can be found on the school website http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/our-curriculum/  

If parents have any queries or require further information about the schools’ curriculum they are welcome 

to discuss this with the head teacher. 

The hours spent on teaching during a normal school week (excluding the daily act of worship, registration 

and lunch and other breaks) follows the recommendations of the Secretary of State in ‘Management of the 

School Day’. 

 
Key Stage 1 children 

 
21 hours per week 

 
Key Stage 2 children 

 
23½ hours per week 

 

 

 

Religious Education Provided by the School 

St Joseph’s School is a Catholic school and has close links with St Joseph’s Church and the 

Parish of Saint John Boste. 

The Religious Education Programme, Come and See, is followed throughout the school 

but the curriculum in all aspects reflects that Christ is the foundation of the whole 

enterprise in a Catholic school. Our curriculum is founded on Catholic Virtues. There is a 

daily act of collective worship which may be part of the whole school assembly or class 

or house group based. 

 

We have strong parish links fostered by our Parish Priest, Fr David Coxon, who 

regularly visits school. He liaises with class teachers to provide individual class 

support. We regularly visit church for Masses and services.  

We facilitate our pupils’ development in the Catholic Faith and in their own cultural 

tradition but we also promote a knowledge and tolerance of World Faiths and 

encourage them wherever possible to appreciate the diversity and richness of other 

cultures. 

Our RE and Collective Worship Co-ordinator is Mrs Dee Curtis. 

 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/our-curriculum/
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Content and Organisation of Relationships and Sex Education Policy 

The relationships and sex education programme reflects the School’s Mission Statement. This area of the 

curriculum is taught discretely in the context of personal relationships. The school nurse will support the 

school with talks to older children connected to growth, change and puberty. We follow a Catholic 

programme provided by Ten:Ten. Please see our policy on the website for further details. 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/key-information/school-policies/ 

Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities 

St Joseph’s School fulfils the Code of Practice on the identification and 

assessment of Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities. 

If your child is assessed as requiring Special Needs provision, you will be 

informed and your help and support sked for by the school. We aim to keep 

you fully informed of your child’s needs. The provision made by the school 

and the targets being met. We view this as an essential home/school 

partnership. 

Our SEND Co-ordinator is Mrs Dee Curtis. 

Sporting Aims and Provision for Sport 

St Joseph’s has achieved the Gold Award for sport and games. We value sport for its enjoyment value, for its 

contribution to a healthy lifestyle and to the development of positive attitudes.  

The National Curriculum guidelines for PE are followed throughout the school. Children receive their full 

entitlement balanced appropriately across different year groups. The focus takes into account the progress 

in ability, strength and maturity of the children. 

 Children access their swimming entitlement within KS2 by visiting Brandon School 

swimming pool. 

All children participate in Active Playtimes each afternoon. 

 

Breakfast & After School Club 

Clubs are provided by school staff and qualified professionals. They offer a 

variety of enjoyable activities for the children.  

Breakfast Club is held each morning from 8am. Children arrive any time 

before 8:30am as breakfast is served then. Children take part in in quiet 

activities or outdoor games. Pre-booking is required for Breakfast Club. 

After School Clubs are run from 3:30pm to 4:30pm by a staff member or 

Simply Sport coach and a variety of activities are available and open to certain year groups on particular 

nights. Advance booking is required for After School Clubs. 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/key-information/school-policies/
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Communications to Parents 

In addition to a Monthly Update, we use a combination of texts, emails and traditional letters to keep you 

updated with school events and activities. 

A variety of information is also available on the school website: olqmstj.durham.sch.uk  

The best way of keeping an eye as to what is happening in school, and to see your child working, is to follow 

our Twitter account: @STJ_UshawMoor  There is also a link to this on our website. 

 

The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

The PTA is run by a committed group of volunteers that work hard to raise funds for our school to benefit 

our children.  

By virtue of your child attending St Joseph’s, you are a member of the PTA. Come along to a meeting or pass 

your details to the office for the PTA to get back to you. The group are always looking out for more active 

volunteers, so get in touch to come along to help your child get even more from school.  

 

Complaints Procedure 

In the event of a complaint arising, the Head Teacher would be the first point of contact. An appointment 

will be made to discuss the relevant issues and hopefully any problems resolved. 

If the matter cannot be resolved that the governors will become involved. 

A copy of the complaints procedure is kept in school and can be found on the website. 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/key-information/school-policies/ 

 

http://www.olqmstj.durham.sch.uk/key-information/school-policies/

